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 MELKSHAM WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs Teresa Strange 

 

                                                      First Floor 
Melksham Community Campus,  

Market Place, Melksham,  
Wiltshire, SN12 6ES  

Tel: 01225 705700 
 

Email: clerk@melkshamwithout-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.melkshamwithout-pc.gov.uk 

 
 

Serving rural communities around Melksham 
 

Monday 30th September 2024  
 
 
Dear Members 
 
You are summoned to attend a Full Council Meeting of Melksham Without Parish Council 
which will be held on Monday 7th October 2024 at 7pm at Melksham Without Parish Council 
Offices, First Floor, Melksham Community Campus, Market Place, Melksham, SN12 6ES 
to consider the agenda below:  
 
TO ACCESS THE MEETING REMOTELY, PLEASE FOLLOW THE ZOOM LINK BELOW. 
THE LINK WILL ALSO BE POSTED ON THE PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE WHEN IT GOES 
LIVE SHORTLY BEFORE 7PM.  
 
Click link here: 
 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2791815985?pwd=Y2x5T25DRlVWVU54UW1YWWE4NkNrZz09&o
mn=86241470358  
 
Or go to www.zoom.us or Phone 0131 4601196 and enter: Meeting ID: 279 181 5985    
Passcode: 070920.  Instructions on how to access Zoom are on the parish council website 
www.melkshamwithout.co.uk. If you have difficulties accessing the meeting please call (do not 
text) the out of hours mobile:  07341 474234 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Teresa Strange, Clerk 
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Serving rural communities around Melksham 

AGENDA 
 

1. Welcome, Announcements & Housekeeping 

2. To receive apologies and consider approval of reasons given.  

3. Invited Guests: 

a) Wiltshire Councillor Nick Holder (Bowerhill).   
b) Wiltshire Councillor Phil Alford (Melksham Without North & Shurnhold). 
c) Wiltshire Councillor Jonathon Seed (Melksham Without West & Rural). To note 

report. 
 

4.  a) To receive Declarations of Interests. 

b) To consider for approval any Dispensation Requests received by the Clerk and not 
previously considered. 

 

5. To consider holding items in Closed Session due to confidential nature 

  Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the  
meeting as required (7b, 8b &10di) as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 

6. Public Participation 

7. a)  To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 9th September 2024. 

 b)  To approve the Confidential Notes to accompany the Full Council minutes of  
9th September 2024. 

 

8. Planning 

a) To approve the Planning Committee Minutes of 23rd September 2024. 

b) To approve the Confidential Notes to accompany the Planning Committee minutes of 
23rd September 2024. 

c) To formally approve the Planning Committee recommendations of 23rd September 
2024.     

d) To receive feedback from Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on 25th 
September. 

e) To approve the draft reviewed Melksham Neighbourhood Plan and suite of evidence 
documents, as a Qualifying Body, for submission to Wiltshire Council. 

 

9. Finance 
a) To note Receipts & Payments reports for September. 

b) To seek cheque signatories/online authority for October payments. 

c) To approve Bank Account and Fund Transfers. 

d) Quarterly Reports for Qtr. 2 (July, August & September). 

i. To note Budget v Actual 
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193/24 Dispensation Requests: 
 
None.  
 

194/24 Items to be Held in Closed Session: 
 
Resolved: Agenda items 7b, 8b, 10b, 10c, 11b & 11fi to be held in closed session 
under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting 
during the consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. This is in line with Standing Order 3d for the following 
reasons: 
 
7b, 10b & c- Related to confidential notes to accompany the minutes of the Full 
Council meeting (29th July) and Staffing Committee meeting (2nd September). There 
was only a requirement to put these items into closed session if members wished to 
discuss the contents of the notes.  
 
8b- Questions to inform the Neighbourhood Plan Steering group which are 
confidential at this stage.  
 
11b- Related to a legal transfer for a play area but any discussion that relates to 
whether the council takes on the play area will remain in the public domain.  
 
11fi- Related to contractual matters.  
 

195/24 Public Participation: 
 
Councillor Graham Ellis (Melksham Town Councillor) was present on Zoom and 
wished to listen to items 13b and 13c. Councillor Mike Sankey (Wiltshire Councillor) 
was also present on Zoom and wished to observe the meeting.  
 
Members agreed to bring agenda items 13b & 13C forward for discussion. 
 

196/24 Community projects/partnership organisations (Part): 
 
a) Wiltshire Rail Strategic Study: 

 
Councillor Glover advised that he had read through the draft Wiltshire Rail 
Strategic Study and did not see anything in the document that he objected to. In 
the document, it provides for potential electrification of the railway line, additional 
trains on the Paddington to Westbury line, additional train stations, and an 
increase in frequency on the line from Bristol to Oxford. 
 
Councillor Baines welcomed the document and felt that it was a very 
comprehensive report. He explained that it developed each proposal logically and 
ranked them in order of priority. He was pleased to see that the TransWilts line 
was high on the priority list, in particular the potential for a passing loop between 
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v) Response from Melksham Town Council following request for 

Sharing Working Group: 
 
Councillor Glover reported that the parish council had not received a 
response from Melksham Town for a CIL sharing group meeting despite 
requesting this for some time. They have also been unable to confirm how 
much they have in the 10% CIL sharing pot.  
 
Members felt that this needs to be moved forward and, therefore, this 
should be added to the agenda for discussion at the meeting with the town 
mayor. 

 
vi) RTI (Real Time Information) sites: 

 
This agenda item was discussed above under agenda item 9eiv). 
  

vii) Request for CIL funding towards refurbishment of 11 Church Walk for 
a Community Hub: 
 
Councillor Glover reported that a request had been received for CIL 
funding towards the refurbishment of 11 Church Walk for a community 
hub. The aim of this new hub was to offer better facilities to the community 
of Melksham. The project has fundraised a significant amount of money 
required for the refurbishment but currently has a £34,500 shortfall for the 
costs known to them. It was noted that the parish council does not 
normally accept any requests for funding during the year unless it comes 
through the grant funding process. It was also noted that this building was 
not in the parish of Melksham Without. The Clerk has also offered to meet 
with the project team to discuss with them other suitable funding avenues. 
 
It was highlighted in the documents provided to the council that some of 
the wording was against the council's grant criteria. Councillor Pafford felt 
that this was something that was worth exploring, and a discussion could 
take place with the group around the wording in their proposal. It was also 
highlighted that councils were now able to support churches with 
community facilities, but it needs to be explored whether this project meets 
the criteria of benefiting the residents of the parish. 
 
After a discussion, members felt that this item needed to be deferred until 
the Clerk has had her meeting with the group. 
 
Resolved: To defer this item until the October Full Council meeting once 
the Clerk has met with the group.  

 
200/24 Staffing: 

 
a) Minutes of the Staffing Committee meeting held on 2nd September 2024: 
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Councillor Glover queried with members where they wished to replace the 
Rights of Way Board in Bowerhill. Members agreed that this board should be 
replaced as it provided residents with useful information. The Clerk advised 
that while the council had printed copies of the artwork, there was no 
electronic file of the work. As such, this may need to be updated, so there 
would be a cost for this to be undertaken too. 
 
The Clerk had queried whether members wished to replace the other Rights 
of Way boards in the parish, as they were all installed at the same time and 
were the same age. There may be an economy of scale if they were all 
replaced at the same time. Councillor Glover queried what the current 
condition of the other boards was. Councillor Richardson offered to inspect 
the Shaw, Whitley, and Beanacre boards, and Councillor Holt offered to 
inspect the Berryfield board for any damage and would report back on their 
condition.   
 
Resolved 1: The parish council replace the Rights of Way Board in Bowerhill 
and obtain a quotation for this work to include a refresh of the artwork. 
 
Resolved 2: The council wait for the reports back on the condition of the other 
boards which will inform what quotes officers need to obtain.  
 

f) Bowerhill Sports Field/Pavilion: 
 
i) Latest update from youth organisation on booking arrangements: 

 
This item was held in closed session. 

 
Resolved: Officers write to the organisation again requesting for a 
meeting to discuss current issues. The organisation should be advised 
that if the matters are not resolved soon, they will have no choice but to 
terminate the current arrangements.  
 

ii) Grant from Football Foundation Grass Pitch Maintenance Fund: 
 
Members noted that the council had been successful in obtaining grant 
funding towards the Bowerhill Sports Field maintenance over a six-year 
period. The agreed amount awarded is £57,812 across the period of 
the project. It was noted that the council was expected to provide a 
total contribution of £26,668 across the project duration. This grant was 
not for general maintenance such as grass cutting and line making of 
the pitches, but was for pitch improvements such as additional spiking 
and fertilising, etc. 
 

iii) Quotation to strip paint from the Pavilion doors: 
 
At the last Asset Management Committee meeting, members were 
made aware that the paint on the pavilion doors was flaking off and 
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looked aesthetically untidy. This was despite the doors only being 
painted a few years ago. It was noted that the doors were galvanised, 
which made it difficult for paint to stick on, which is why the Asset 
Committee wanted to explore this idea. Officers were asked to obtain a 
quotation to strip the paint off of all of the doors and bring it back to a 
future meeting for consideration. The quotation received from JH Jones 
to strip off all of the paint and supply and install sticker numbers for all 
the doors was £1,678 + VAT. 
 
Resolved: The council approve the quotation of £1,678.00 + VAT to 
strip the paint off of all of the pavilion doors and install sticker numbers 
to the changing rooms.  
 

g) Shurnhold Fields car park/ entrance improvement update: 
 
The Clerk advised that following the agreement that Wiltshire Council could 
run this project as it was part of a wider scheme at the site, they had 
submitted all of the environmental permits required. She reported that the 
works are due to start on site in mid-October 2024.  The Clerk explained that 
the Shurnhold Fields Working Group needed to have a meeting with Wiltshire 
Council to discuss the actions for the project and how it will all work. It was 
noted that this was a joint project that included Melksham Town Council. One 
of the other tasks that needs to be undertaken is for the town council to 
contact the residents of Dunch Lane who back on to the field and the local 
community to inform them. This was agreed at the last Shurnhold Fields 
Working Party meeting held in September 2023. 
 
The Clerk has managed to arrange a meeting with all of the parties involved in 
the project for Tuesday 24th September at 6. 30pm.The town council will be 
hosting a community engagement meeting on Wednesday 9th October in the 
evening to inform residents of the plans. 
 
The Clerk advised members that it would be useful if the Shurnhold Fields 
reps from this council had some delegated powers for the meeting on the 24th 
September as it will be discussing how the contract will work. This was 
because the Shurnhold Fields Working Party did not have delegated powers. 
 
The Clerk explained that there was some s106 money for George Ward 
Gardens, and the town council was going to survey the residents of the area 
on the traffic of Dunch Lane.  This money had to be spent within a 10-year 
timeframe, of which 8 years have now gone by without it being spent. The 
parish council had previously suggested that it could be used to improve the 
entrance at Shurnhold Fields. The Clerk had suggested to the town council 
that if they were writing to the residents of Dunch Lane to invite them to a 
meeting, they could survey them at the same time, to which she has received 
no response. The council were still waiting for a response from the town 
council as to whether they could attend the meeting on Tuesday 24th 
September; however, understood they may be waiting for the Locum Clerk to 
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It was advised that the parish council had been contacted by HELP 
Counselling enquiring about whether a member of the council would like to be 
a trustee. Members felt that this request should not be accepted.  
 
Resolved: The request from HELP Counselling for a member of the parish 
council to become a trustee to be refused.  

 
 
 

c) Project Gigabit: 
 
Members reviewed the latest update from Wiltshire Council on project gigabit 
and noted the information. It was noted, as advised earlier on in the meeting, 
that Openreach had been appointed as the telecoms provider to build next 
generation gigabit capable infrastructure in Central and North Wiltshire. It is 
anticipated that 9,000 premises over the next five years will be connected to 
this infrastructure. It was currently unknown as to which houses this covered; 
however, the Clerk had asked the question. It was suggested that the council 
could ask the community groups in the parish as to which areas needed faster 
internet. It was felt that the council should wait for an update from Councillor 
Alford on which areas this infrastructure covers. 
 
Resolved: The council wait for an update from Councillor Alford with regard to 
the specific areas that this new infrastructure covered.  
 

d) Future Cemetery provision:  
 
Councillor Glover explained that the council needed to arrange reps for the 
future cemetery provision working party. It was noted that a meeting had not 
currently been scheduled.  
 
Resolved: Councillors Glover, Baines, Pafford and Harris be the parish 
council representatives on the future cemetery provision working party.  

 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed at 22:07 pm    
          Chairman, 7th October 2024  
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MINUTES of the Planning Committee of Melksham Without Parish Council held 

on Monday 23rd September 2024 at Melksham Without 
Parish Council Offices (First Floor), Melksham Community Campus, Market 

Place, SN12 6ES at 7:00pm 
 
Present: Councillors Richard Wood (Committee Chair), John Glover (Council Chair), 
David Pafford (Council Vice- Chair), Alan Baines (Committee Vice- Chair), Martin 
Franks, Peter Richardson, and Mark Harris. 
 
By Zoom:  A resident at the beginning of the meeting, and Wiltshire Councillor Mike 
Sankey. 
 
Officers: Teresa Strange (Clerk) and Marianne Rossi (Finance & Amenities Officer). 

 
204/24 Welcome & Housekeeping: 

 
Councillor Wood welcomed everyone to the meeting; as there were no members of 
the public in the room and everyone in attendance regularly attended council 
meetings, the housekeeping messages did not need to be read out. Everyone 
present was aware that the meeting was being recorded and would be published on 
YouTube following the meeting and deleted once the minutes were approved. 
 

205/24 Apologies: 
 
The Clerk advised that officers had not heard from Councillor Chivers; however, 
Councillor Franks was in attendance at the meeting as his substitute as per a 
standing arrangement in place. 
 

206/24 Declarations of Interest: 
 
Councillor Franks declared an interest in agenda item 11a New Inn pub, as a 
resident of Berryfield.  
 

207/24 Dispensation Requests for this Meeting: None 
 

208/24 Parish Council standing dispensations relating to planning applications: 
 
It was noted that the parish council has a dispensation lodged with Wiltshire 
Council to deal with S106 agreements relating to planning applications 
within the parish. 
 

209/24 To consider holding items in Closed Session due to confidential nature:  
 
The Clerk advised that there were no items that needed to be held in closed session, 
but she had not included in the public domain the agenda paper under item 11a as 
the member of the public could be identifiable. It was also noted that when the 
agenda was issued, the New Road Farm proposals were not in the public domain; 
however, these had now been issued publicly by the developers. 
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During the meeting, part of the discussion relating to the Neighbourhood Plan under 
agenda item 12 was subsequently put into closed session due to an item discussed 
being confidential. 
 
The council agreed to suspend standing orders for a period of public participation. 
 

210/24 Public Participation: 
 
Wiltshire Councillor Sankey was present on Zoom and wished to observe the 
meeting.  There was one member of the public present on Zoom who wished to 
speak on agenda item 11c concerning vibration monitors on the Townsend Farm 
site. 
 
The resident explained that her home was adjacent to the Land West of Semington 
Road development (Townsend Farm), and since work had started, her house 
vibrates every time diggers and machinery travel across the site behind her property. 
She had contacted the developers to request that vibration monitors be installed to 
ensure that it was below the level that would not cause damage to her property. The 
resident advised that cracks had now developed in areas of her home. She was still 
waiting for the first vibration monitor report from the Health and Safety adviser on site 
and queried whether the parish council had received any information with regard to 
this. The resident explained that the vibration monitors should be positioned as close 
as possible to the property and had advised the site health and safety manager of 
this. She did receive a response from the manager advising that it was positioned on 
the boundary but would consider moving it after 7 days; however, this was now 
around 10 days ago.  
 
Separately, she was interested in hearing feedback from the land to the rear of the 
Townsend Farm appeal hearing, which took place on the 10th & 11th September. 
 
The council reconvened and brought the above agenda items forward for discussion. 
 

211/24 Feedback from land to the rear of Townsend Farm Appeal Hearing 10th & 
11th September (Part 1): 
 
Councillor Pafford advised that he attended the hearing and spoke on behalf of the 
parish council and the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan. Wiltshire Councillor Seed 
was also in attendance and had also objected to the development. He explained that 
he had tried to make the case that the Inspector should declare in favour of the 
Melksham Neighbourhood Plan; otherwise, it undermined every neighbourhood plan 
in Wiltshire. He advised that at that stage the parish council had already been made 
aware that Wiltshire Council were not going to defend the appeal because, at a 
recent appeal on another development, the developer proved to the Inspector that 
Wiltshire Council only had a 3.85-year land supply. The current NPPF (National 
Planning Policy Framework) require the council to have at least a 4-year land supply. 
As a result, they conceded the appeal and decided not to contest this one. It was 
noted that the judgement will not be declared until at least Wednesday 25th 
September.  
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b) Approval of application for Proposed Primary School, Land at Pathfinder 
Way, Bowerhill.  
 
Councillor Baines advised that Wiltshire Councillors Holder, Sankey, and 
himself attended the Wiltshire Council Western Area Planning Committee held 
on 4th September where the proposed primary school was considered. Some 
of the items discussed were the safe access for pedestrians from Berryfield to 
the new school as well as the right turn coming out of the school onto 
Pathfinder Way. The Highway engineer had assessed the right turn in and 
concluded that the right turn lane in the centre of Pathfinder Way was the best 
option to use as it did provide some capacity for vehicles to turn in. Otherwise, 
vehicles waiting to turn left into the school would interfere with the flow of 
traffic northbound on Pathfinder Way. With regard to concerns raised about 
vehicles turning right out of the school, there will be an island that forces 
vehicles to turn left, which has been incorporated as a planning condition. 
 

c) Land off Littleworth Lane, Whitley Tree Preservation Order: 
 
The Clerk advised that this had been confirmed before; however, the order 
has been amended to include the woodland, which had been omitted 
previously. Members noted this. 

 
217/24 Current planning applications: Standing item for issues/queries arising during 

period of applications awaiting decision. 
 

a) 52e Chapel Lane, Beanacre (Planning Application PL/2023/05883) Erection 
of three. 
 
The Clerk advised that nothing new had arisen with regard to this application 
since the last meeting. 
 

b) 35 Westlands Lane, Beanacre (Planning Application PL/2024/05016 To build 
three-bedroom detached house.  

 
Members noted the correspondence received from a resident with regard to this 
application. It was noted that these comments came after the parish council 
discussed the application.  

 
218/24 Planning Enforcement: To note any new planning enforcement queries 

raised and updates on previous enforcement queries. 
 

a) Excessive noise and breach of licence conditions at the New Inn public 
house, Semington Road complaint: 
 
The Clerk advised this had been sent to the parish council as well as Wiltshire 
Councillor Seed. This had now been sent to Wiltshire Council for investigation. 
This was noted.  
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Trees would be 3/4m high when planted, and there were advances in Tree Pit 
designs in recent years to prevent issues in future years with roots raising/cracking 
pavements and causing trip hazards. Members reiterated the issues experienced 
elsewhere with trees planted in public space at boundaries of private properties 
which means a lot of shadowing and maintenance from falling leaves etc and 
residents therefore often cut down the trees; this is to be avoided.  Members also 
requested that existing hedgerows remain in control of the management company 
and not within the private boundaries, as these have been removed elsewhere in the 
past, with no controls to be able to be put in place when within private curtilage.  
 
There was a discussion on the attenuation ponds, and that the parish council feel 
that barriers/fencing around them should only be when in close vicinity of play areas, 
where there is a chance a child could run into the attenuation; this was not the case 
in the current proposals.    
 
The affordable housing to be in a mix of housing with the market value housing, with 
the parish council request that it is all tenant blind.  There are some terraces, but 
these are short runs.  
 
Parking spaces all meet the Wiltshire Council standard with garages and courtyard 
parking and visitor spaces with 100% coverage for EV charging for every plot, 
including the maisonettes.  
 
The development to be gas free, and all electricity heated with air source heat pumps 
and a healthy amount of PV but not batteries which Bloor felt were still cost 
prohibitive, which the parish council were disappointed to hear. The new PV design 
was shown, which is integral to the roof rather than a later addition.  
 
The roads are self-enforcing at 20mph, with raised tables at junctions and clear 
demarcation for shared space. Build-outs were a possibility on the main spine road.  
 
With regards to the boundary to New Road, members feel that this should not 
facilitate pedestrian access as this could be a highway issue and instead, the 
existing hedgerow should be made impenetrable to prevent residents trying to 
access in the future.  
 
With regards to the planned nursery, this is on land 0.4 hectares as per the Local 
Plan allocation. There were two options with either the transfer of the land to 
Wiltshire Council for them to build, or for Bloor to retain and build and they would sell 
to a child care provider to do. Wiltshire Council were still to express a preference and 
experience from Bloor on other sites was that they had transferred land to Wiltshire 
Council in the past and the build still not undertaken to date. Members were keen to 
ensure that there was plenty of room for separate ingress and egress and parking on 
the plans, whoever the final provider was, and that the design was not compromised 
at a later stage because this detail was not looked at now.  
 
With regards to timings, the Full planning application would be submitted in October, 
with the aim to gain planning permission in Spring/Summer 2025, and start on site in 
Summer 2026 with a phased construction from 2026-2031.   As any potential 
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Figure 4: Major planning permissions granted during the current Wiltshire Core Strategy (Adopted 2015) period (at August 2024)

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100055420) 2023,Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023
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3.2	 Objectives

Looking to the future we want to use the Plan to help shape:

A 21st century community … meeting the challenges of 
sustainable development and climate change through:

1.	 Reducing carbon emissions to contribute to carbon neutrality in 
Wiltshire by 2030 and beyond.

2.	 Planning for new development that addresses the impact of 
climate change.

3.	 Encouraging and promoting the use of sustainable technologies 
and renewable energy.

Great places to live … where our housing and 
infrastructure needs are balanced with global and 
regional issues through:

4.	 Enabling and promoting the importance of early community 
engagement in change and development.

5.	 Supporting sustainable development of new housing and 
associated facilities within settlements, and adjacent to 
settlements.

6.	 Promoting the delivery of infrastructure to address the needs of 
the population.
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Figure 5: Strategy Overview

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (AC0000852488) 2023,Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023
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Green Wedges are 
proposed to protect 
land within these areas 
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may lead to separate 
places merging 
together. 
See policy 19 

Local Green Spaces 
that are of particular 
local importance are 
proposed for 
designation. This 
means they are 
protected in a similar 
way to Green Belts.
See policy 16

Site Allocations are 
proposed to 
regenerate vacant 
sites and take a 
local lead in      
meeting housing         
requirements.
See policy 7

Local Heritage is 
important and the 
�P���C�N���K�F�G�N���K���G�S�����O�E�C�����X��
important heritage 
assets that are not 
listed, but important 
to our local heritage. 
See policy 21

A new Town Centre 
Master Plan Report to 
enable and shape 
what happens next 
for this key area. 
See policy 9  
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Figure 11: Key Routes for Walking and Wheeling

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100055420) 
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Image sourced from kindpng.com
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Figure 16: Ancient Trees, Ancient Woodland and Areas of New Tree Planting (Source: Neighbourhood Plan Green Infrastructure Report)

© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100055420) 
2023,Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2023
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Figure 19: Character Areas
(source: Melksham Design Guidelines and Codes Document 2023)

AGENDA ITEM 8e- Draft version of JMNP2 171

https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/_files/ugd/c4c117_deba1f1a4db7400590f1268b0e78c591.pdf


https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/_files/ugd/da341b_af3e614e5bf64664a76fd9e947c47a0f.pdf
https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/_files/ugd/da341b_af3e614e5bf64664a76fd9e947c47a0f.pdf


https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/local-heritage-listing-advice-note-7/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/local-heritage-listing-advice-note-7/


https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/_files/ugd/da341b_af3e614e5bf64664a76fd9e947c47a0f.pdf
https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/_files/ugd/da341b_af3e614e5bf64664a76fd9e947c47a0f.pdf


112

Figure 21: Conservation Area, Listed Buildings, Notable Buildings and Important Areas of Local Heritage
(source: Melksham Design Guidelines and Codes)
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The Town and/or Parish Council commits to doing all possible to 
arrange an initial meeting as soon as possible following contact.
Additional Notes

Melksham Without Parish Council will only consider taking 
on ownership and management of equipped play areas from 
developers, such as LEAPs (Local Equipped Area for Play) and 
NEAPs (Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play) but not LAPs 
(Local Landscaped Area for Play).

*As in the opening proviso, endorsement of an engagement 
process and results does not necessarily mean support for the 
resulting proposals.
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Summary of Changes Made to Policies Post Regulation 14 Consultation �± JMNP2 SEPTEMBER 2024      
 POST STEERING GROUP MEETING FINAL 

All comments have been logged on spreadsheets in which all representations received to the pre-submission Regulation 14 consultation (on 
both draft A and draft B) are tabulated against the draft Plan policy that each comment best related to, or logged as a general comment. All 
comments have been carefully considered, and where appropriate, amendments are made to the draft Plan and evidence base for Regulation 
15 submission to Wiltshire Council for subsequent stages of the Neighbourhood Plan making processes. A summary of changes is set out in the 
table below (those policies that were specifically consulted on as part of the draft B pre-submission plan, as well other policies that have 
changed since those signed off by the SG in May are highlighted in green). 
 
Regulation 14 comment Proposed Change 
Community Action Shaw and Whitley suggested a change to 
Objective 14: �3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���U�X�U�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G��
countryside gaps between Melksham, Bowerhill and 
surrounding villages.  
 

�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Q�J���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���U�X�U�D�O���V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H���J�D�S�V��between 
Melksham, Bowerhill and surrounding villages. across the plan area 
 

Summary of Issue raised at Regulation 14 Consultation 
(and Health Check feedback also noted where relevant)  

Proposed Changes made to Policy for SUBMISSION (new text shown 
in red. Deleted text struck through) 

Policy 1: Sustainable Design and Construction 
Community respondents majority support the policy. 
 
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL consider that the policy has been 
updated and is in many ways reflective of the emerging 
sustainable construction policy in the Wiltshire Local Plan 
Review.  It is considered to be pitched as ambitious as is 
reasonable possible. The policy is therefore supported in 
principle and provided helpful points of detail to 'tighten-up' the 
policy. These have all been accepted. 
 
Landowners and agents provided mixed responses. The 
Steering Group were pleased to note clear support from some 
and confidence that proposals coming forward would meet the 
requirements. Others commented that the policy was too 

Policy 1: Sustainable Design and Construction  
 
New development schemes that demonstrate how carbon emissions are 
minimised, with the target of zerocarbon in operation, Within the 
constraints of scale and viability, proposals are expected to 
demonstrate how the impacts of climate change are mitigated and 
adapted to, will be supported. This includes:  
 
a. Submission of a Sustainable Energy Strategy for all new 
development schemes (of all scales) to demonstrate how carbon 
emissions are minimised, with the target of zero carbon in operation 
(regulated and unregulated energy). This should demonstrate whether 
a development will achieve an annual operational net zero carbon 
�H�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�V���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�����E�\���P�R�G�H�O�O�L�Q�J���H�D�F�K���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�¶�V���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�H�G��
�H�Q�H�U�J�\���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�W�H�¶�V���R�Y�H�U�D�O�O���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���H�Q�H�U�J�\�����H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\��
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Summary of Changes Made to Policies Post Regulation 14 Consultation �± JMNP2 SEPTEMBER 2024      
 POST STEERING GROUP MEETING FINAL 

onerous and unnecessary given the content of the emerging 
local plan. 
 
The Health Check also gave detailed feedback suggesting the 
deletion of the last sentence and a review of criteria d & f due 
to written ministerial statement in 2015 (which has been 
updated by the one referenced above). 

and heat) generation. Major development proposals for all new 
residential buildings should target the following Key Performance 
Indicators:  
1. space heating demand of less than 30KWh/m2/ year;  
2. total energy consumption less than 40kWh/m2/ annum;  
3. provision of enough renewable energy output to match the total 
energy use.  
b. Embedding the Energy Hierarchy within the design of buildings by 
prioritising fabric first, orientation design and landscaping, in order to 
minimise energy demand for heating, lighting and cooling, as well as 
maximising renewable energy generation. All proposals should 
consider deliver opportunities, to provide solar PV and energy storage      
to electrify improve space heating and energy consumption by 
considering a range of low-carbon and renewable technologies; 
c. Demonstrating good connections to existing services and facilities, 
and/or a mix of uses that minimises the need to travel by private 
vehicle;  
d. maximising green and blue infrastructure to sequester carbon and 
provide other benefits such as shade;  
e. u     se of appropriate sustainability assessment tools, such as the 
�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�¶�V���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W���0�H�W�K�R�G��
(BREEAM), Home Quality Mark for residential development and/or 
CEEQUAL (or equivalents) for infrastructure development.All major 
development should set out how embodied carbon associated with the 
development has been considered and will be minimised in materials 
has been minimised. 
f.  Commercial Non-residential development that achieves BREEAM 
�µ�(�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W�¶���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���H�T�X�L�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���F�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� 
g. the retention of existing buildings where possible and retrofitting 
measures to improve the energy performance of existing buildings 
(where planning permission is required).  
 

Commented [1]: �&�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���R�I���Z�R�U�G���³�H�O�H�F�W�U�L�I�\�´���D�V���P�D�\���E�H��
superceded by new technology. Suggest: to consider a 
range of renewable technologies including for eg 
�H�O�H�F�W�U�L�I�\�������G�L�W�F�K���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���³�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�´���Z�R�U�G�V�� 

Commented [2R1]: Changed, but note- this was the 
wording as proposed by WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 
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Where this relates to designated and non-designated heritage assets 
appropriate sensitive approaches and materials must be used in order 
to maintain the significance of heritage assets through the application 
of established best practice. 
  

Community generally supportive of the policy. 
 
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL commented that this update of the 
policy places more onerous requirements on renewable energy 
projects than existing national or local policy and should be 
reviewed. As such the policy has been reviewed and some text 
removed to bring it closer to the JMNP1 approved policy. 
Supporting text has also been updated to reflect the additional 
elements in the policy.  
 
Landowners and agents commented that the policy was too 
onerous, detailed and unnecessary given the content of the 
emerging local plan. 
 
Community Action Whitley and Shaw (CAWS) submitted 
comments and suggestions for updating this policy in both 
Regulation 14 consultations. They expressed concern that the 
Battery Energy Storage Systems and cumulative impact was 
not included. The majority of suggestions have been taken on 
board. Where the group sought to include policy criteria for 
proposals only being supported on brownfield, this has been 
adapted into the final selection of the policy. 
 
Supporting text has also been updated to reflect the additional 
elements in the policy.  
 

Policy 2: Local Renewable and Low Carbon Energy and Associated 
Infrastructure 
 
1. Proposals for renewable energy, low carbon energy generation 
projects/developments, and associated infrastructure including Battery 
Energy Storage Systems (BESS) will be supported where it can be 
demonstrated that:  
a. the siting and scale of the proposal is appropriate to its setting; and 
b. the proposal will not result in adverse impacts on the local 
environment which cannot be satisfactorily mitigated; and 
c. the proposal does not create an unacceptable impact on local amenity 
and safety; and,      
d. the proposal does not have an unacceptable degree of impact on a 
feature of heritage, natural or biodiversity importance. Proposals for 
stand-alone, ground mounted solar photovoltaic development should 
demonstrate, where possible, that some form of agricultural  activity 
will continue, and/or there are biodiversity improvements around 
arrays; and, 
e. the proposal, when taking into consideration other Local Renewable 
and Low Carbon Energy and associated infrastructure in the area, will not 
result in an unacceptable cumulative impact. 
 
2. Schemes where there are direct benefits to the local community such 
as energy supplied directly, or financial benefits will be supported. 
Proposals for community energy generation projects, where there is 
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full or partial ownership and/or control by a local community, subject 
to other conditions in this policy, will  be strongly supported.  
 
3. Subject to the above conditions, schemes where the energy produced 
can be used on or near the generation site/where energy storage is 
incorporated will be supported. Proposals for energy storage will be 
supported, where it meets one or more of the following: 
a.it is located on or near, existing or proposed renewable energy 
generation sites;  
b.it alleviates grid constraints; and  
c. it enables the delivery of further renewable developments.  
 
Proposals that harness buildings and structures, or are on brownfield, 
should be optimised as a preference to use of greenfields for renewable 
energy generation or associated infrastructure where possible.  
 

Community generally supportive of the policy,  
 
Small changes suggested by Wiltshire Council and the 
Environment Agency and Wessex Water (see the third 
paragraph for additional text in response to WW).      
 
Health Check noted that this policy was unaltered from 
JMNP1. The Modification Statement will need to be updated to 
reflect the changes. 
 
�'�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�F�D�W�F�K�P�H�Q�W���D�U�H�D�¶���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�G�G�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J��
text in response to comments on Community Action Shaw. 
 
Landowners and agents commented that the policy was too 
onerous, detailed and unnecessary given the content of the 
emerging local plan. 

Policy 3: Flood Risk and Natural Flood Management  
 
Particularly in the South Brook catchment area, n Natural flood 
management works to conserve and enhance the ecological flood 
storage value of the water environment, including watercourse 
corridors and catchments, are supported. Where development 
proposals are in areas with known surface water flooding issues, they 
should include appropriate mitigation and construction methods, 
including where appropriate, contributions towards wider catchment 
projects.  
      
All development should demonstrate how flood risk is mitigated. This 
should include measures to reduce the amount of rainwater run-off (in 
line with the surface water discharge hierarchy) and incorporate 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDs), where appropriate as part of the 
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Natural Flood Management approach and wider Green and Blue 
Infrastructure networking.   

Where required, flood risk and ground water assessments should be 
undertaken and surface water drainage strategy must be developed 
and delivered. The drainage strategy must ensure that flood risk is 
addressed to flood depths of 1 in 100 year storm event plus climate 
change in line with Environment Agency Guidance. 
 
This is particularly relevant to the South Brook catchment area which 
has been identified as a priority flood risk area due to surface water 
flooding. 

Community generally supportive of the policy, but raised 
concerns over costs of EV vehicles, and many expressed the 
need to see improvements in public transport. 
 
The Health Check recommended that its content be reviewed 
against current Building Regulations which now (an update 
since the JMNP1) carry a stipulation applicable to the provision 
of charging points that would negate the need for at least some 
aspects of the policy.  
 
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL officers recommended the addition of 
text to address an emerging inequality. They support the 
retention of the policy as a way to promote the importance of 
the inclusion of EV and other alternatives in new 
developments.      
 
Some support. Others commented that the policy was too 
onerous and unnecessary given Building Regulations. 

Policy 4: Ultra Low Emission Vehicle Charging 
Development proposals for houses with on-plot parking spaces and/or 
garages are encouraged to provide appropriately located charging 
technology for charging low emission vehicles, such as an electric 
vehicle charging point.  
 
Where shared or off-plot parking spaces are provided, the charging 
provision locations should have appropriate regard for pedestrian 
movement. Proposals for new employment, leisure or retail 
developments are also encouraged to make provision for charging 
facilities for staff and/or other users. 
 
Technology for charging low emission vehicles, such as electric vehicle 
infrastructure for all development proposals will be required in 
accordance with national or Wiltshire Council  standards as relevant.      
 
Support shall be given to proposals where the layout and parking 
arrangements are designed to provide charging for low emission 
vehicles (such as an electric vehicle charging point) regardless of the 
size or tenure of the home; and the developer commits to a planning 
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condition requiring a provision to every dwelling prior to its first 
occupation where possible. 
 
Insofar as planning permission is required, on existing streets (e.g. on-
street facilities integrated with street furniture like lighting columns) 
will be supported subject to detailed considerations such as heritage 
implications. 

Policy 5: Pre-Application Community Engagement Policy unchanged from JMNP1 
Policy 6: Housing in Defined Settlements 

Community respondents majority support the policy, but many 
�D�O�V�R���V�D�L�G���W�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W���V�X�U�H�����D�Q�G�������R�U���H�[�S�U�H�V�V�H�G���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W��
the lack of infrastructure coupled with new housing. 
 
Wiltshire Council and other stakeholders (including the Health 
Check) advised that the policy needed much more flexibility in 
order to be able to respond to changing local needs. 
 

Proposals for sustainable housing development within the settlements of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area will be supported where they accord with the 
adopted development plan settlement strategy and defined Settlement 
Boundaries. in provisions of.   Wiltshire Local Plan Policy 1 and adopted 
site allocations. 
 
New housing will be supported where proposals demonstrate how dwelling 
housing types and tenures have responded positively to meeting local needs, 
informed by an up-to-date assessment of local housing needs that has been 
endorsed by Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish 
Council and Wiltshire Council. the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Area 
Housing Needs Assessment (2023). 
 
In At Melksham and Bowerhill  Town, new housing will prioritise 
delivering a balanced mix, of  two, three and four bedroom dwellings and 
which should include bungalows. 
 
In Shaw and Whitley, new housing will increase the proportion of smaller 
two and three bedroom dwellings, to address a shortfall in their availability. 
 
To meet the needs of an increasing population of` older and disabled 
people, 50% of new housing Affordable Housing and open market housing 
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will be expected to meet accessible home standards in conformity with the 
adopted development plan.  
 
Proposals for age restricted housing and extra-care communities and 
nursing homes will be supported only in the most sustainable locations at 
Melksham and Shaw and Whitley where they are closely linked to local 
services and public transport. 
 
At least 40% of new housing will be provided as  The percentage of 
Affordable Housing on major development schemes provided through 
developer contribution,  tenures will be made in conformity with adopted 
Wiltshire development Local plan policy.  76. 
Policy 6 �± Housing in at Defined Settlements 
 
1. Proposals for sustainable housing accommodated through 

development and redevelopment opportunities within existing 
settlement boundaries of the Plan area will be supported. within the 
settlements of the Neighbourhood Area will be supported where they 
accord with the Settlement Boundary provisions of Wiltshire Local Plan 
Policy 1 and adopted site allocations. 

 
2. Housing outside settlement boundaries will be managed in 

accordance with the adopted Development Plan (Neighbourhood Plan 
and Local Plan) or allocated for development in this Plan or the 
adopted Wiltshire Local Plan, and will also be expected to meet 
evidenced local housing need. 

 
3. New housing will be supported where proposals demonstrate how 

housing types and tenures have responded positively to meeting local 
needs, informed by the Melksham Neighbourhood Plan Area Housing 
Needs Assessment (2023), the Wiltshire Local Housing Needs 
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Assessment, or new evidence of local housing need that has been 
validated by the local planning authority, and endorsed by the Town 
and Parish Council. Particular attention should be demonstrated for: 
a. delivering rented and owner-occupied homes in a tenure-blind 

mix, design and layout;  
b. increasing the supply of affordable homes in conformity with 

adopted Wiltshire Council affordable housing policy; At least 40% 
of new housing will be provided as affordable housing tenures in 
conformity with Wiltshire Local Plan policy 76.  

c. To address particular local issues of affordability and demand for 
affordable homes for first time buyers and local households on 
below average incomes, about 55% of affordable housing should be 
provided as discounted market affordable housing products, 
including shared ownership and First Homes products. addressing 
particular local issues of affordability and demand for affordable 
homes for first time buyers and local households on below 
average incomes. Linked to this, providing First Homes 
housing through developer contribution at up 
to a 40% discount of the open market value to address local issues 
of affordability; 

d. at Melksham and Bowerhill, prioritising the delivery of a balanced 
mix of two, three and four bedroom dwellings which should 
include bungalows; 

e. at Shaw and Whitley, increasing the proportion of two and three 
bedroom dwellings, to address a shortfall in their availability. 

e.f. meeting the needs of an increasing local population of older 
people and those living with disabilities 50% of new housing will 
meet accessible home standards. Housing that meets part M4(2) of 
the Building Regulations, Category 2: accessible and adaptable 
dwellings will be supported. Proposals for age restricted 
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housing and extra-care communities will be supported only in the 
most sustainable locations where they are closely linked to local 
services and public transport. 

Policy 7 - ALLOCATIONS  
Policy 7.1: Land at Cooper Tires 

There is majority community support for the allocation of this 
site but some raised concern about flooding and the 
importance of uses other than housing on the site.  
 
The housing number that the Neighbourhood Plan consulted 
on for the Cooper Tires site was at least 150. Wiltshire Council 
were not happy with this as it implied that a lot more would be 
built. Wiltshire Council wanted the wording to change to 
�Z���‰�‰�Œ�}�Æ�]�u���š���o�Ç�[���í�ñ�ì���Á�Z�]���Z�����}�µ�o�����•�µ�P�P���•�š���š�Z�����‰�}�š���v�š�]���o���(�}�Œ��
slightly more or less than this number but �Á�}�µ�o���v�[�š���]�u�‰�o�Ç���š�Z���š��
there would be significantly more. It is proposed to change the 
�v�µ�u�����Œ���š�}���Z���š���o�����•�š���í�ì�ì�[���Á�Z�]���Z���Á�}�µ�o�������}�u�����Á�]�š�Z�]�v���t�]�o�š�•�Z�]�Œ����
���}�µ�v���]�o�[�•�������(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v�����v�����P�]�À�����š�Z�����‰�o���v���•���}�‰�����š�}���P�}���(�µ�Œ�š�Z���Œ�X�� 
 
This site is in flood zone 1, 2 and 3 and the plan has no 
evidence that dwellings can be built in flood zone 2 & 3 
without spending a lot of money on a sequential flood test 
which the councils do not have the resources or time to do. 
�d�Z�����v�µ�u�����Œ���š�}���]�v���o�µ�������Z���š���o�����•�š���í�ì�ì�[���Œ���š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v 
approximately so that it means that there is a potential for 
more so that the developer considers it to be a viable site. 
 
The landowners agents, and other agents also offered 
feedback on the policy. 

Land at the former Cooper Tires main factory site, as defined in figure 6, 
is allocated for development of a mixed use scheme which will optimise 
the effective use of the site, including: 
 
a. At least 150 Approximately 100 dwellings to include a minimum of 
10% affordable housing subject to viability to be provided within the 
JMNP2 period to 2038. Further housing will be supported in principle in 
the context of a comprehensive masterplan for the site and addressing 
key policy and constraints, including flood risk. 
 
b. Replacement employment and commercial floorspace (class E, B2 and 
B8), 
c. Community facility, leisure and cultural uses, 
d. Retail (subject to conformity with adopted town centre retail policy), 
b.Other uses including  employment, community, leisure, retail and 
cultural uses where they contribute to creating a sustainable 
neighbourhood, are consistent with other adopted policies, scheme 
viability and the delivery strategy. 
E c. New accessible walking and cycling routes, including riverside public 
realm, 
f. Riverside public realm, 
gd. Flood mitigation infrastructure. 
 
A single comprehensive masterplan, phasing and delivery strategy for 
the development must be prepared, and then approved by the local 
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planning authority, as part or in advance of any detailed planning 
application being submitted for the whole or part of the allocated site. 
This must take account of the requirements of this policy and supporting 
concept plan.  
Detailed planning applications must be in accordance with the 
approved masterplan. Proposals the masterplan and planning proposals  
should be prepared with early pre- application consultation with the 
local community. 
 
Development proposals for the site will: 
 
Heritage 
1. Be supported by a heritage assessment of the existing on-site and 
neighbouring buildings and the impact of proposed development. 
2. Protect or and enhance the setting of on-site heritage assets and their 
setting; Avon House (listed Grade II) and the 
former factory canteen (local non- designated heritage asset) and 
adjacent heritage assets; Town Bridge (Grade II) and Unicorn Public 
House (Grade II) in conformity with JMNP2 Policy 21. 
3. Investigate the presence and significance of archaeological remains 
and avoid areas of high value remains where preservation in situ is to be 
required. 
 
Landscape, Green and Blue 
Infrastructure and Biodiversity 
4. Be informed by arboriculture, landscape and ecology surveys and an 
approved management and construction management plan to secure the 
protection of existing and enhanced landscape features, priority species 
and ecology within the site and River Avon environment. 
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5. Provide a scheme of site landscape, green and blue infrastructure and 
communal outdoor space that protects existing trees, contributes 
positively to resident health and wellbeing and increases on-site tree 
canopy cover by 20% in accordance with JMNP2 Policyies 12, 14, 17 and 
18. 
6. Deliver a minimum 10% net gain in on-site biodiversity. 
 
Design 
7. Be a high quality of design, appearance and materials in conformity 
with JMNP2 Policies 9 and 20 and demonstrate a positive response to 
Melksham Town Centre Master Plan Report (2023) and Melksham Design 
Guide and Codes (2023) and the Wiltshire Design Guide (2024). 
8. Protect the amenity of neighbouring employment and retail uses and 
residents of Scotland Road, 
Bath Road and dwellings adjacent to the north-west site boundary. 
9. Provide a high standard of residential amenity and wellbeing by 
achieving design principles contained within recognised design guidance 
�]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���^���µ�]�o���]�v�P�•���(�}�Œ�������,�����o�š�Z�Ç���>�]�(���_���~�,�}�u���•�����v�P�o���v���•�X 
10. Be resilient to and/or mitigate climate change and make 
proportionate contributions to Wiltshire carbon neutrality targets 
including potential significant use of renewable energy, re-use of existing 
built fabric and sustainable construction methods in accordance with 
JMNP2 Policies 1 and 2. 
 
Flood Risk 
11. Be supported by a proportionate flood risk assessment, testing and 
mitigation strategy. 
12. Include sustainable drainage to manage the discharge of surface 
water to mitigate flood risk within the site, neighbouring land and 
downstream. 
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13. Include measures to ensure the 
safety of residents, staff and visitors in the event of flooding. 
 
Access and Movement 
�í�ð�X���D���l�����•���(�������v�������}�v�À���v�]���v�š���o���À���o���Á���o�l�]�v�P�����v�����Z�Á�Z�����o�]�v�P�[�����}�v�v�����š�]�}�v�•��
within the site and to the existing public realm. 
15. Provide vehicular access to the site and address any necessary off- 
site works informed by an access and transportation study and strategy. 
16. Implement resident, visitor and commercial premises parking and 
servicing in conformity with Wiltshire Council parking standards. 
17. Ensure ultra-low emission vehicle 
(ULEV) charging infrastructure provided in line with JMNP2 Policy 4. 
18. Provide resident and employee travel plans to encourage sustainable 
travel. 
Wilts & Berks Canal Link Project 
19. Integrate the future implementation of the Wilts & Berks Canal Link 
project within the scheme design where it relates directly to the site in 
conformity with Wiltshire Development Plan policies for safeguarding 
the route of the Wilts & Berks Canal and explore opportunities for 
renewable energy installation. 
 
Make appropriate and relevant financial contributions to infrastructure 
will make which may include proportionate contributions towards: 

�x Early years, primary and secondary education 
�x Healthcare capacity to meet the needs created by the 

development. 
�x Measures to positively support  walking and cycling in Melksham 

including links between the site, Melksham Railway Station and 
town centre and neighbouring facilities and communities. 
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The level of contribution sought will be considered in the context of site 
viability and other relevant considerations, including deliverability. 

Policy 7.2 Land at the Former Melksham Library Site 
There was clear community support for this allocation. People 
were supportive of the redevelopment of a brownfield site and 
the use proposed in the central location. 
 
Wiltshire Council suggested that the eighbourhood Plan should 
�o�}�}�l�����š���š�Z���������(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v���}�(���Z���Æ�š�Œ���������Œ���[���]�v���š�Z�����o�}�����o���‰�o���v���•�}���š�Z���š��
everyone was on the same page. It had also been advised that 
the Neighbourhood Plan may have to review the tenancy on 
the site as might not be able to be just for extra care. It may 
need to be a mixture of tenancies with the majority being 
extra care which looks to be the most suitable way forward. 
 
Planning agents questioned the deliverability of the allocation. 

Policy 7.2REV: Land at the Former Melksham Library Site  
 
Land at the former Melksham Library, Lowbourne House and 
adjacent public car park shown in figure 7 is allocated for development 
of up to approximately 50 extra-care specialist dwellings for older 
people 
including affordable housing (Class C3) or to purchase through shared 
ownership through a registered social provider.to be restricted to 
qualifying 
older people. 
 
Development proposals for the site will:  
 
Heritage 
1. Be supported by a heritage assessment of the existing buildings and 
the impact of proposed development. 
2. Protect or and enhance the setting of adjacent listed buildings and 
the character of Melksham Conservation Area. 
3. Investigate the presence and significance of archaeological remains 
and avoid areas of high value remains where preservation in situ is to 
be required. 
 
Landscape, Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity  
4. Be informed by arboriculture, landscape and ecology surveys and an 
approved management and construction management plan to secure 
the protection of existing and enhanced landscape features, priority 
species and ecology within the site. 
5. Provide a scheme of site landscape, green and blue infrastructure 
and communal outdoor space that protects existing trees, contributes 
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positively to resident health and wellbeing and increases on-site tree 
canopy cover by 20% in accordance with JMNP2 Policyies 12, 14, 17 
and 18. 
6. Deliver a minimum 10% net gain in on-site biodiversity. 
 
Design 
7. Be a high quality of design, appearance and materials in conformity 
with JMNP2 Policies 9 and 20 and demonstrate a positive response to 
Melksham Town Centre Master Plan Report (2023) and Melksham 
Design Guide and Codes (2023) and the Wiltshire Design Guide (2024). 
8. Protect the amenity of neighbouring uses and residents of Union 
Street. 
9. Provide a high standard of residential amenity by achieving design 
principles contained within recognised design guidance for specialist 
housing for older people including such as �³�'�H�V�L�J�Q���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V���I�R�U���(�[�W�U�D��
�&�D�U�H���+�R�X�V�L�Q�J�´�����+�R�X�V�L�Q�J�����/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���,�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���1�H�W�Z�R�U�N���������������� 
10. Be resilient to and/or mitigate climate change and make 
proportionate contributions to Wiltshire Carbon Neutrality targets 
including potential significant use of renewable energy, re-use of 
existing built fabric and sustainable construction methods in 
accordance 
with JMNP2 Policies 1 and 2. 
 
Flood Risk 
11. Be supported by a proportionate flood risk assessment and strategy. 
12. Include sustainable drainage to manage the discharge of surface 
water to mitigate flood risk within the site and neighbouring land. 
13. Include a flood emergency plan, where considered necessary 
measures to ensure the safety of residents, staff and visitors in the event 
of flooding. 
 
Access and Movement 
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14. Make safe and convenient level �Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���µ�Z�K�H�H�O�L�Q�J�¶���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
within the site and to the public realm. 
15. Provide vehicular access to the site from Lowbourne, potentially 
utilising the existing access point. 
16. Implement resident, visitor and commercial premises parking and 
servicing in conformity with Wiltshire Council parking standards and 
include safe parking for resident personal mobility devices. 
17. Provide ultra-low emission vehicle (ULEV) charging infrastructure 
in line with JMNP2 policy 4. 
18. Provide resident and employee travel plans to encourage 
sustainable travel. 
 
Make appropriate and relevant financial contributions to 
infrastructure will make which may include proportionate 
contributions towards: 
19. Healthcare capacity to meet the needs created by the development. 
20. Measures to positively support walking and cycling in Melksham 
town centre. 
21. Contributions towards town centre public car parking improvements 
as identified in the Melksham Parking Study (AECOM 2024) to mitigate 
the loss of public parking within the allocation site. 

 
Policy 7.3: Land South of Western Way 

The landowner agents supported the inclusion of the site 
allocation, but gave specific comments on some aspects of the 
policy criteria. 
 
Wiltshire Council gave some constructive feedback and 
suggestions.  

Policy 7.36 NEW: Land South of Western Way Bowerhill 
 
Land south of Western Way, Bowerhill, Melksham, as identified in 
figure 8, is allocated for development of: 
a. Up to 210 dwellings (class C3) including Affordable Housing, to meet 
identified local housing needs in conformity with JMNP2 Policy 6; and, 
b. a 70-bed residential care home (Class C2). 
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Any detailed application being submitted for the whole or part of 
the site must be in accordance with the approved parameters plans 
single comprehensive masterplan, phasing and delivery strategy for  the 
development of the site that has been approved by the local planning 
authority . 
 
Proposals should be prepared in early pre-application consultation 
with the local community. Development of the site will: 
 
Landscape, Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity 
1. Be informed by arboriculture, landscape and ecology surveys and an 
approved management and construction management plan to secure 
the protection of existing and enhanced landscape features, priority 
species and ecology within and adjacent to the site. 
2. Provide a scheme of site landscape, green and blue infrastructure 
and communal outdoor space that protects existing trees, contributes 
positively to resident health and wellbeing and increases on-site tree 
canopy cover by 20% in accordance with JMNP2 Policies 12, 14, 17 
and 18. 
3. Deliver a minimum 10% net gain in on-site biodiversity. 
 
Design 
4. Include a site layout, built form and scale that minimises 
visual impacts and safeguards the amenities of existing and new 
neighbouring residents, education and employment uses. 
5. Provide a high standard of residential amenity and wellbeing by 
achieving design principles contained within recognised design 
�J�X�L�G�D�Q�F�H���L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V���I�R�U���D���+�H�D�O�W�K�\���/�L�I�H�´�����+�R�P�H�V���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G����
and the Wiltshire Design Guide (2024). 
6. Be a high quality of design, appearance and materials in conformity 
with JMNP2 Policy 20 and demonstrating a positive response to the 
Melksham Design Guide and Codes (2023). 
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7. Be resilient to and/or mitigate climate change and make 
�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���:�L�O�W�V�K�L�U�H�¶�V���F�D�U�E�R�Q���Q�H�X�W�U�D�O�L�W�\���W�D�U�J�H�W�V��
including potential significant use of renewable energy and sustainable 
construction methods in accordance with JMNP2 Policies 1 and 2. 
 
Flood Risk 
8. Be supported by a proportionate flood risk assessment and strategy. 
9. Include sustainable drainage to manage the discharge of surface 
water to mitigate flood risk within the site and neighbouring land. 
10. Integrate measures to protect and enhance watercourses 
surrounding the site through appropriate buffers to allow for access 
and maintenance. 
 
Access and Movement 
11. Provide a new vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access from Maitland 
Place and an internal road network which will incorporate a bus loop. 
12. Provide a secondary emergency highway access. 
13. Create a pedestrian and cycle only access from Western Way and 
the Public Right of Way MELW42 to the west of the site boundary and 
a pedestrian and cycle path network including a spine and orbital 
pedestrian route connecting with on-site green and blue infrastructure 
and neighbouring communities, schools and facilities and Bowerhill 
employment area; 
���������)�X�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D���Q�H�Z���V�L�J�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�O�H�G���µ�7�R�X�F�D�Q�¶���F�U�R�V�V�L�Q�J���R�I��
Western Way. 
15. Create a 2 metre wide footway connection along the southern side 
of Western Way adjacent to the site boundary. 
16. Provide bus stop  Contribute towards provision of public transport 
and enhancement of facilities within less than 5 minutes easy walk of all 
residents and contributions to provide a viable service. 
17. Implement resident and visitor parking and servicing in conformity 
with Wiltshire Council parking standards. 
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18. Provide ultra-low emission vehicle (ULEV) charging infrastructure 
in line with JMNP2 policy 4. 
19. Provide resident and employee travel plans to encourage 
sustainable travel. 
 
Make appropriate and relevant financial contributions to 
infrastructure will make which may include proportionate 
contributions towards: 
20. Early years, primary and secondary education where appropriate. 
21. On, or off-site healthcare capacity to meet the needs created by the 
development. 
22. Measures to positively support walking and cycling and public 
transport use between the site, Melksham town centre and 
Melksham railway station and linking into existing networks. 
23. Contributions towards a Melksham Transport Strategy. 

TO COME  
Policy 7.4: Land at Whitley Farm, Whitley 

The was a support for this policy from the community, but that 
was closely followed by the number of people who said they 
�Z�H�U�H�Q�¶�W���V�X�U�H�����)�H�Z���R�E�M�H�F�W�H�G�����3�H�R�S�O�H���P�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�H�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
of protecting the heritage and again of associated infrastructure 
needed with increasing population. 
 
Wiltshire Council objected to this allocation. Historic England 
expressed a need to discuss and document discussion with 
Wiltshire Council in relation to the heritage importance of the 
site. 
 
Following meetings with the Steering Group and the Parish 
Council in April 2024, the policy approach has been discussed 
�I�X�U�W�K�H�U���Z�L�W�K���:�L�O�W�V�K�L�U�H���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�¶�V���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���R�I�I�L�F�H�U�����+�H�O�H�Q��
Garside, to explore her comments raised regarding the 

Policy 7.34: Land at Whitley Farm, Whitley  
 
Land at Whitley Farm, Whitley, as identified in figure 9, is allocated 
for to enable the: development of: 
 
a. Approximately 15 new dwellings to include affordable housing; 
a. rRedevelopment of the redundant modern agricultural 
barns/buildings and structures; and, 
b. cConversion and re-use of the Grade II listed Whitley Farm barn. 
 
Development of the site will: 
 
Heritage 
1. Be informed by a robust scheme specific heritage assessment 
approved by Wiltshire Council which addresses justifies any proposed 
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suitability of including unit numbers within a proposed 
allocation. It is agreed that a detailed proposal will need to be 
brought forward through a pre-application and application 
process, and her preference is for a neighbourhood plan policy 
which enables redevelopment to be brought forward, but does 
not pre-determine the scale of development. 

change of use, and the extent, scale and design of residential 
development and the potential for re-use of the listed barn the 
redevelopment and any conversion of the listed barn, having regard to 
the impact on the heritage assets at the site. 
2. Secure the protection or enhancement of the setting of Whitley Farm 
House and barn (Grade II), in conformity with adopted Wiltshire 
Development Plan heritage policy and JMNP2 Policy 2. 
3. Investigate the presence and significance of archaeological remains 
and avoid high value archaeological remains where preservation in situ 
is to be required. 
 
Landscape, Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity  
4. Be informed by arboriculture, landscape and ecology surveys and an 
approved management and construction management plan to secure 
the protection of existing and enhanced landscape features, priority 
species and ecology within the site and River Avon environment. 
 
5. Provide a scheme of site landscape, green and blue infrastructure 
and communal outdoor space that protects existing trees, enhances the 
rural setting, and contributes positively to resident health and 
wellbeing. On-site tree canopy cover should be increased by 20% in 
accordance with JMNP2 Policyies 12, 14, 17 and 18. 
6. Deliver a minimum 10% net gain in biodiversity. 
 
Design 
7. Be of a sensitive high-quality design, appearance and materials that 
responds appropriately to the listed farm setting informed by The 
National Farmstead Assessment Framework (Historic England) and 
inconformity with  JMNP2 Policy 20 and demonstrating a positive 
response to the Melksham Design Guide and Codes (2023) and 
Wiltshire Design Guide (2024). 
8. Safeguard the amenities of neighbouring residents. 
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9. Where residential development is proposed, provide a high standard 
of residential amenity and wellbeing by achieving design principles 
contained within recognised design guidance �L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�V for a 
�+�H�D�O�W�K�\���/�L�I�H�´�����+�R�P�H�V���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G���� 
10. Be resilient to and/or mitigate climate change and make 
proportionate contributions to Wiltshire  Carbon Neutrality targets 
including potential significant use of renewable energy and sustainable 
construction methods in accordance with JMNP2 Policies 1 and 2. 
 
Flood Risk 
11. Be supported by a proportionate flood risk assessment and strategy. 
12. Include sustainable drainage to manage the discharge of surface 
water to mitigate flood risk downstream and within the site and 
prevent and where possible reduce flood risk to neighbouring land 
where it relates to the allocation site. 
13. Off-�V�L�W�H���Z�R�U�N�V���R�Q���O�D�Q�G���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G�R�Z�Q�H�U�¶�V���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H��
flood management within Whitley. 
 
Access and Movement 
14. Provide vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access from First Lane. 
15. Provide safe and convenient walking and wheeling connections to 
existing pavements in First Lane and the existing public right of way 
adjacent to the rural boundary of the site. 
16. Implement residential and employee vehicle and cycle parking in 
conformity with adopted Wiltshire  Council parking standards. 
17. Provide ultra-low emission vehicle (ULEV) charging infrastructure 
in line with JMNP2 policy 4. 
 
Make appropriate and relevant financial contributions to 
infrastructure  will make, which may include proportionate 
contributions to the following (subject to the detail of proposals): 
18. Early years, primary and secondary education. 
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19. Off-site healthcare capacity to meet the needs created by the 
development. 
20. Measures to positively support walking and cycling and public 
transport use within Shaw and Whitley. 

Policy 7.5: Land at Middle Farm 
The community generally either supported or were not sure 
about this allocation. Concerns were expressed by both 
objectors and others about impact on flooding in the area and 
the importance of ensuring that development levels were 
proportionate. 
 
Updates to the policy have been made in response to feedback 
on other policies to make sure all allocations are aligned.  

Policy 7.5 7NEW: Allocation of Land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road, 
Whitley  

The 3 hectare plot of land at Middle Farm, Corsham Road, Whitley as 
identified in figure 9a is allocated for development of about 55 dwellings 
including affordable and accessible housing and bungalows.  

A single comprehensive masterplan, phasing and delivery strategy for the 
development must be prepared, and then approved by the Local 
Planning Authority in advance of any planning application being 
submitted for the whole or part of the allocated site. This must take 
account of the requirements of this policy and the principles shown 
within the concept plan. Detailed Planning applications must be in 
accordance with the approved masterplan. Proposals should be prepared 
with early pre-application consultation.  

Development proposals for the site will:  

Heritage  

1. Be informed by a proportionate heritage assessment approved by 
Wiltshire Council.  

2. Protect the setting of neighbouring listed buildings, Whitley House and 
barn (Grade II), in conformity with JMNP2 Policy 21.  
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3. Investigates the presence and significance of archaeological remains 
and avoids high value remains where preservation in situ is to be 
required.  

Landscape, Green and Blue Infrastructure and Biodiversity  

4. Be informed by arboriculture, landscape and ecology surveys and an 
approved management and construction management plan to secure the 
protection of existing and enhanced landscape features, priority species 
and ecology within the site.  

5. Provide a scheme of site landscape, green and blue infrastructure and 
communal outdoor space of about 1 hectare that minimises impacts on 
rural openness and tranquillity, protects existing trees, contributes 
positively to resident health and wellbeing and increases on-site tree 
canopy cover by 20% in accordance with JMNP2 Policyies 12, 14, 17 and 
18.  

6. Deliver a minimum 10% net gain in on-site biodiversity.  

Design  

7. Be of a layout and form that minimises visual impacts and safeguards 
the amenities of neighbouring residents. 
8. Provide a high standard of residential amenity and wellbeing by 
achieving design principles contained within recognised design guidance 
�]�v���o�µ���]�v�P���^���µ�]�o���]�v�P�•���(�}�Œ�������,�����o�š�Z�Ç���>�]�(���_���~�,�}�u���•�����v�P�o���v���•�U�����v�����š�Z����
Wiltshire Design Guide (2024).  
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9. Be of a distinctive high quality of design, appearance and materials in 
conformity with JMNP2 Policy 20 and demonstrating a positive response 
to the Melksham Design Guide and Codes (2023).  

10. Be resilient to and/or mitigate climate change and make 
proportionate contributions to Wiltshire Carbon Neutrality targets 
including potential significant use of renewable energy and sustainable 
construction methods in accordance with JMNP2 Policies 1 and 2.  

Flood Risk  

11. Be supported by a proportionate flood risk assessment and strategy.  

12. Include sustainable drainage to manage the discharge of surface 
water to mitigate flood risk within the site and prevent and where 
possible reduce flood risk to neighbouring land where it relates to the 
allocation site.  

Access and Movement  

13. Provide a vehicular, pedestrian and cycle access from Corsham Road.  

14. Provide safe and convenient walking and wheeling connections to 
existing pavements in Corsham Road and the existing public right of way 
through the site.  

15. Fund a new pedestrian crossing of Corsham Road to adoptable 
standard.  
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16. �W�Œ�}�š�����š�����v�������v�Z���v�������š�Z�������Æ�]�•�š�]�v�P���W�µ���o�]�����Z�]�P�Z�š���}�(���t���Ç�����o�}�v�P���š�Z�����•�]�š���[�•��
northern boundary with connections to on-site public open space 
provision in conformity with JMNP2 Policy 11.  

17. Implement residential and employee vehicle and cycle parking in 
conformity with adopted Wiltshire Council parking standards.  

18. Provide ultra-low emission vehicle (ULEV) charging infrastructure in 
line with JMNP2 policy 4.  

Make appropriate and relevant financial contributions to 
Infrastructure  will make, which may include proportionate 
contributions to the following (subject to the detail of proposals): 
19. Early years, primary and secondary education.  

20. Off-site healthcare capacity to meet the needs created by the 
development.  

21. Measures to positively support walking, cycling and public transport 
use. 

Policy 8: Infrastructure Phasing and Priorities 
 
Community generally supportive of the policy. Though many 
have commented on the need for increased healthcare provision 
and schools etc. 
 
Very few comments from Statutory or Stakeholder. No issues 
raised. 
 

This policy remains as it was in JMNP1 and will not be updated. 

Policy 9: Town Centre 
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Community generally supportive of the policy. Many said that 
there were some great events and lots of potential which they 
hoped could be realised. 
 
Very few comments from Statutory or Stakeholder. No issues 
raised. 
 

Development proposals within the town centre and primary shopping 
areas (see Figure 10) will be supported provided: 
 
a. proposals are in conformity with adopted development plan having 
regard to NPPG Paragraphs 90-95 (Town Centres)to the NPPF 
(Chapter 7) and the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order.  
Local Plan Policy 68. and Development proposals within and at the 
edge of the defined town centre area should demonstrate how they will 
make a proportionate and positive contribution to achieving the 
priority aims of the Melksham Town Centre master plan Report 2023; 
 
b. the proposal is in keeping with the scale and character of the centre 
of this Market Town and, where appropriate, preserves or enhances 
the Conservation Area; 
 
c. access to public transport, walking and cycle routes and car parking 
is considered and addressed; 
 
d. where appropriate, a positive contribution 
is made to conserving and enhancing the appearance and quality of 
town centre frontages; 
 
e. development proposals at edge of centre locations which are and 
inter-connected with the Commercial defined town centre aArea (see 
figure 10) will, additional to the above, be required to evidence that 
there are no suitable and viable sites or buildings within the defined 
Commercial Area; 
 
f. where required, planning applications for development or change of 
use of ground floor frontages within the defined town centre primary 
shopping area (see Figure 7 10) where they retain or enhance the 
continuity of active ground floor shop front uses; and, 
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g. greater use is made of upper floors of town centre premises, 
including for offices, small businesses and residential use with 
independent access, will be supported where they sustain or enhance 
the vitality of the host building use and Melksham town centre. 
Development proposals for Main Town Centre Uses outside of the 
defined town centre will be required to demonstrate that there are no 
suitable and viable sites or buildings within the defined town centre., in 
conformity with Core Strategy Policy 38 Local Plan Policy 67. upon its 
adoption. 

Policy 10: Employment Sites 
Community generally supportive of the policy. 
 
Constructive feedback with suggestions for small changes from 
Wiltshire Council. 
 
Local business representatives also responded to highlight a 
lack of suitable sites. 

Proposals for the retention, intensifcation and reuse of previously 
developed employment land will be supported in principle, particularly 
where they will provide space for start-up and small businesses, 
bringing a range of new employment opportunities. Except where sites 
are allocated for alternative uses by this plan, proposals will be 
expected to generate the same number, or more, permanent full time 
equivalent jobs as the existing or former use. 

Policy 11: Sustainable Transport and Active Travel 
Community generally supportive of the policy. Many 
highlighted the need for improved bus and train service. 
 
 
Very few comments from Statutory or Stakeholder. No issues 
raised. 
 

All developments must be planned in line with the Sustainable 
Transport Hierarchy, including provision for ultra -low emission 
vehicles. Applications for major development must demonstrate 
through an effective Travel Plan how sustainable transport modes are 
maximised and that safe and suitable movement can be achieved for all 
people. As a key element in the local sustainable transport network, 
proposals that would achieve further improvements to the accessibility 
and quality of the links between the wider town and Melksham railway 
station will be supported. Improvements to the quality of the public 
realm around the station will also be supported. 

Policy 12: Green and Blue Infrastructure  
THeCommunity generally supportive of the policy. Many 
people commented how important natural green spaces are to 

1. Development that will result in the creation of new Green and Blue 
Infrastructure (G BI) and/or contribute to the protection, management, 
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health and wellbeing. 
 
The Environment Agency suggested this policy is updated to 
cover  �µ�J�U�H�H�Q���D�Q�G���E�O�X�H���L�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�¶���W�R���D�O�L�J�Q���L�W�� with the 
Wiltshire Green and Blue Infrastructure Strategy. Other than to 
�D�G�G���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���W�R���µ�E�O�X�H�¶���W�K�L�V���S�R�O�L�F�\���L�V���X�Q�F�K�D�Q�J�H�G���I�U�R�P��
JMNP1. 
 
 

enhancement and connectivity of existing GBI will be supported; the 
potential for GBI within the Neighbourhood Area is illustrated 
diagrammatically in Figure 12.  
 
2. Proposals for major developments must:  
a. identify the existing GBI within and around the development site; 
and, 
b. demonstrate how GBI has been incorporated into the proposal, and  
c. assess and address how the proposal will benefit the function and 
connectivity of GBI through the site and beyond. 

Policy 13: Biodiversity 
Community generally supportive of the policy. Some 
comments on the importance of protecting biodiversity in the 
face of lots of housing development.  
  
Some consultees suggested that the BNG be increased. A small 
update was made to this policy for Reg 14, to remove reference 
to the 10% minimum BNG as  have set a higher standard of 
20%, and as the BG may change over the years, a precise % 
was removed. WILTSHIRE COUNCIL have recommended 
that this policy be amended to include a minimum 20% BNG 
requirement for all relevant developments within the 
neighbourhood plan area in line with the Wiltshire Local Plan 
review.  However, the Plan Health Check has made clear that it 
is not appropriate to include specific references to emerging 
Local Plan policy within the JMNP2 policies as the former are 
liable to change and the latter could not be effectively 
implemented as a result. 

Development proposals, including those for field based solar farms, will 
be expected to deliver at least a 10% improvement (or higher percentages 
in accordance with national or Wiltshire Local Plan standards as relevant)      
�L�Q���³�E�L�R�G�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���Y�D�O�X�H�´���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D�Q�G�����Z�K�H�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�����E�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���V�L�W�H��
in order to deliver tangible benefits for biodiversity, including specific 
attention for protected species. Proposals which go beyond the 10% BNG 
requirement to achieve 20% will be particularly supported. 
 
Protection and enhancement of statutory and non-statutory nature 
conservation sites (as shown on Figure 10) is a priority for the 
Neighbourhood Area and development proposals must demonstrate 
sensitive responses to these sites where necessary, such as 
accommodating a buffer zone. 

Policy 14 / 15 

Formatted Table

AGENDA ITEM 8e- JMNP2 Policy Changes Summary September 24 POST SG MEETING FINAL 215



Summary of Changes Made to Policies Post Regulation 14 Consultation �± JMNP2 SEPTEMBER 2024      
 POST STEERING GROUP MEETING FINAL 

These policies remain the same as for JMNP1.  
 
Community generally supportive of these policies, but many 
expressing concern at building on green fields and a lack of 
facilities to match the growing population. Some mentioned the 
need for a 3G pitch. 
 
No comments suggest this change. WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 
have however requested mentioned of the Playing Pitch 
Strategy in the supporting text. 

Updates to supporting text made: The Wiltshire Playing Pitch Strategy 
(PSS) is an important document and is currently being renewed (target 
completion 2024) - this will identify what needs there are for new pitches 
and could inform the next version of the plan in line with national planning 
policy. However, the Action Plan of the current document has been kept up 
to date on an annual basis. A key action within the plan is the strategic need 
for a full size 3G Artificial Turf pitch within the Melksham Community 
Area.  
This will be referenced in the new neighbourhood plan. 

Policy 16: Designation of Local Green Spaces 
Community generally very supportive of the policy with 
specific comments on many of the spaces. 
 
WILTSHIRE COUNCIL as landowner have objected to, or 
�G�R�Q�¶�W���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���V�L�W�H�V���R�Z�Q�H�G���E�\��
them. Other landowners or agents for some of the sites have 
objected. Where appropriate, in relation to landowner 
comments, LGS have been deleted. Two new sites were also 
added as a result of community feedback. Full details in the 
Local Green Space Report. Two sites are deleted after 
consultation former LGS 6: Cricket and field �± community 
area, Whitley and former LGS 46 Fields/old golf course 
(behind Christie Miller). All LGS have been renumbered for 
this version of the JMNP2. LGS49 and LGS50 were added after 
a local campaign.  
The area covered by some Local Green Spaces has been 
updated most notable a field to the rear of Melksham hospital 
which was included with the old sports pitch to the rear of 
Campion Drive has been removed from the LGS area. See the 
Local Green Space Evidence Base Report for detail.  

The sites shown on figure 15, and listed on page 95 are designated as 
Local Green Spaces, and will be protected from inappropriate 
development in a manner consistent with the protection of land within 
the Green Belt.  
 
As such, these spaces will be protected from built development, 
except in very special circumstances where proposals enhance the 
existing use of the space, particularly regarding the characteristics 
that underpin designation as Local Green Space. and do not conflict 
with the reasons for designation that make it special to the 
community. 
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The Health Check Report notes that whilst the LGS 
Designations report contains a helpful spreadsheet addressing 
the NPPF criteria, it is likely that some of the areas will be 
subject to particular scrutiny to establish if the designations are 
warranted.  

Policy 17: Trees and Hedgerows 
This policy is highly supported by the community. Many 
commented on the importance of trees, noting where trees have 
been lost to development and suggesting that more detail is 
needed and enforcement to protect trees. 
 
Wiltshire Council support the policy and suggested clarification 
to the last paragraph of Policy 17 as it could be interpreted a 
number of ways though. Does it imply 20% coverage over the 
whole development area or 20% of gardens and streets?  
 
�µ�*�U�H�H�Q���,�Q�I�U�D�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���6�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G�¶�����1�D�W�X�U�D�O���(�Q�J�O�D�Q�G��
�������������S�D�U�D�J�U�D�S�K�������������D�G�Y�L�V�H�V���W�K�D�W���R�Q���D�Q���D�U�H�D���Z�L�G�H���E�D�V�L�V���³�8�U�E�D�Q��
Tree Canopy Cover is increased by an agreed percentage based 
on a locally defined baseline and taking into account local 
needs, opportunities and constraints. Therefore in Melksham 
the aim is to increase the existing tree canopy cover figure by 
8% on development sites of 0.5ha or more to move toward an 
average cover of 20% for the area (this position is informed by 
the recent examination of the Chippenham NP). 
 
The Health Check notes:  additional reference to tree canopy 
cover is expressed as an aspirational aim rather than a 
prescriptive requirement which ensures, based on the evidence, 

Ancient and Veteran Trees:  
To be supported, development proposals should ensure that there will 
be no loss or deterioration of the irreplaceable habitats of ancient 
woodlands (as shown in Figure 16) and ancient or veteran trees found 
outside ancient woodland, unless the need for and benefits of the 
development in that location clearly outweigh the loss. A minimum 
buffer of at least 15 metres in width should be maintained between 
ancient woodland and any development boundary. A buffer zone 
around an ancient or veteran tree should be at least 15 times larger 
than the diameter of the tree.  
 
Other Existing Trees and Hedgerows:  
To be supported, development proposals should ensure that there is no 
damage to or loss of trees of good arboricultural and amenity value. 
Existing trees and hedgerows on development sites should be retained 
where possible and incorporated as placemaking features in new 
development. Where there is an unavoidable loss of trees on site, the 
number and type of replacement trees should be informed by the 
quality and size of trees lost. Integration of existing hedgerows into 
private curtilage must be avoided where possible.  
 
New TreesIncreased Tree Canopy: New tree planting in development 
proposals and throughout the built and natural environments of the 
Plan area will be supported in principle. Development proposals are 
encouraged to aim for 20% tree canopy coverage on site where possible 
�± in gardens and in streets.   Development proposals on sites outside of 
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that the policy is reasonable and capable of effective 
implementation.      
 

the town centre and greater than 0.5 ha in size that demonstrate an 
increase in site tree canopy cover of at least 8% will be supported. This 
should be demonstrated through a tree planting plan. It is expected 
that this will be delivered through the retention of existing and / or the 
establishment of new trees in public areas (for example on street, or in 
green spaces), and in private gardens. Where this is not possible, other 
green infrastructure features, such as green roofs, should be provided. 

Policy 18: Landscape Character 
This policy is notwas not  proposed to be updated in JMNP2 - it 
remained as in the examined and voted upon a referendum 
JMNP1. However, in response to concerns raised (primarily by 
CAWS) as part of Regulation 14, minor policy updates are 
suggested to cover landscape implications of any development 
proposals. 
 

Development proposals will be expected to: 
a. integrate natural features such as trees, hedgerows and the local river 
systems that contribute to both the landscape character and setting of 
the development; 
b. demonstrate that the whole scheme, including hard landscape and 
planting proposals, draws on local landscape characteristics and features 
through reference to relevant existing landscape and historic landscape 
assessments, supplemented  
by any additional site specific assessments; and, 
c. respond sensitively to the settlement setting and transition between 
the settlement their edges and the countryside and maintain the 
separate identity of settlements; and, 
d. conserve or enhance the character, openness, tranquillity and amenity 
of the open countryside. 

Policy 19: Green Wedges 
This policy is highly supported by the community. 
 
This policy was revised as part of the second Regulation 14 
Pre-submission consultation and presented for feedback.  

The Green Wedges (mapped in figure 17) are identified in order to:  
I. A.provide long-term protection against coalescence; 

II.  B. protect the setting and separate identity of settlements; and 
III.  C. retain the existing settlement pattern by maintaining the 

openness of land. 
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Feedback from Regulation 14 A from Wiltshire Council 
expressed concern that the policy was too restrictive. Local 
business also voiced concerns about the restrictive nature of the 
policy and the impact it would have on their ability to expand / 
remain in Melksham. The draft policy presented at Regulation 
14 B attempted to address the concern of the Local Authority 
and local business representatives and reflect planning 
permission granted on one of the Green Wedge areas. Feedback 
from Regulation 14 B from local businesses was more positive. 
Wiltshire Council still expressed concern about the restrictive 
nature of the policy as did landowner representatives. The 
policy has been revised to address concerns raised in 
recognition that it needs to be flexible to take account of 
Wiltshire Local Plan (adopted and emerging) and local 
economic priorities in particular. 

1. Any proposals for development in a Green Wedge will only be 
supported where they: 

a. are in conformity with adopted Development Plan Policies for 
development outside of the settlement boundaries;  

b. demonstrate delivery of economic, community and/or 
environmental benefits for the local area which outweigh any 
harm to the role and function of the Green Wedge (individually or 
cumulatively) as set out in section 1 of this policy, and detailed in 
the Green Gap and Wedge Study (2023);   

c. minimise and mitigate urbanising effects, such as artificial lighting 
and traffic movements; and, 

a.d. retain (where possible) and add screening trees and hedgerows as 
edge features to minimise impact on the overall Green Wedge. 

Policy 20: Locally Distinctive, High Quality Design 
Community generally very supportive of the policy.  
 
Wiltshire Council suggested small supporting text changes. 
From the Health Check: The requirement for major 
development proposals to utilise a masterplan to demonstrate 
suitable design is repeated from the JMNP1 but may be an 
onerous requirement in modest development proposals and, 
therefore, the reasoning for this should be explained in the 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Q�J���M�X�V�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�\�������7�K�H���G�H�I�L�Q�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���µ�P�D�M�R�U�¶��
should be set out in the glossary and, at the least, it would be 
helpful for the supporting text to explain what a proportionate 
masterplan would be expected to contain. 

Development proposals that contribute positively to the conservation, 
enhancement and extension of the quality and local distinctiveness of 
Melksham and Melksham Without will be supported.  
 
In addition to having regard to the National Design Guidance and 
Wiltshire Council design policy, development proposals must 
demonstrate how they have been informed by the adopted Melksham 
Design Guidelines and Codes (2023), therefore how they have 
responded positively to the history and character of the area in which 
the site is located.  
 
Proposals for major development must demonstrate through a master 
plan design and access statement, how the proposed development 
layout, density, access proposals and building design approach 
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Notes: 

complement and extend the positive characteristics of Melksham and 
�0�H�O�N�V�K�D�P���:�L�W�K�R�X�W�¶�V���V�H�W�W�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���O�D�Q�G�V�F�D�S�H�����E�R�W�K���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F���D�Q�G��
topographic. 

Policy 21: Local Heritage 
Community generally very supportive of the policy.  
One respondent requested for their home to be added to the 
list and gave good evidence for it to be added. 
 
WCWILTSHIRE COUNCIL suggest that this policy should 
also include below-ground archaeological sites in the 
considerations that need to be addressed by a planning 
application. An extra sub-section is therefore suggested to be 
added to Policy 21 (section e?). This would state that any 
planning application must not only consider heritage issues but 
show that they have been fully taken into account via a heritage 
statement and that archaeological surveys of a particular site 
may be required prior to the determination of an application. 
 
 
The health Check highlighted that the first paragraph is 
developed from Policy 19 of the JMNP1, but the alterations to 
the first paragraph have sought to combine statutory 
considerations. The result is not terribly clear and should be 
reviewed for clarity, so he paragraph has been reviewed and the 
JMNP1 wording restored. 
 
Appendix 2 of the Locally Valued Non-designated Heritage 
Assets Report provides some helpful indicators as to why the 
assets listed are considered of value albeit some of the entries 
are short and do not fulsomely explain their heritage 

Proposals for development within the Melksham Conservation Area 
and those that may affect listed buildings or structures within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area, must show how they preserve or enhance 
the setting, characteristics and special qualities that make up the 
architectural and historic character.  
 
For other areas of local heritage importance, including archaeological 
importance, and buildings or structures identified as Non-designated 
Heritage Assets (as set out in the 2024 Locally Valued Non-designated 
Heritage Asset Report or subsequent updates),      development 
proposals should demonstrate that appropriate consideration has been 
given to:  
a. the significance of the heritage asset;  
b. its most distinctive and important features;  
c. the elements of its setting and immediate surrounds that contribute 
to its significance, and  
d. the contribution the asset and its setting makes to the character of 
the local area (whether in a Conservation Area or not). 
e. any planning application must not only consider heritage issues but 
show that they have been fully taken into account via a heritage 
statement. Archaeological surveys of a particular site may also be 
required prior to the determination of an application. 
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significance.  It would be prudent to review and expand on 
Appendix 2 to ensure that the assets cited clearly meet the 
broad criteria for designation as non-designated heritage assets. 
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1 

1. Introduction 
 

1.1. As the joint �Z�Y�µ���o�]�(�Ç�]�v�P�����}��ies�[�U��responsible for the Joint Melksham Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (JMNP), Melksham Town Council and Melksham Without Parish Council propose to modify the 
�Z�u�������[ JMNP �~�^�š�Z�����D���������W�o���v�_�•���}�(��July 2021.  To satisfy the regulation requirement to have one 
single qualifying body for administrative purposes, the lead Council is Melksham Town. However, in 
every other respect the two Councils will jointly lead and share responsibility for the Plan. 

 
1.2. This Statement is published as part of the submission of the modified Neighbourhood Development 

Plan �t JMNP2 �~�^�š�Z�����D�}���]�(�]�������W�o���v�_�•�X��It is submitted for examination alongside other documents 
including a Basic Conditions Statement and a Consultation Statement, in accordance with the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended).  

 
1.3. The Town and Parish Councils consider that the proposals represent material and significant 

modifications to the Made Plan, and are considered so significant or substantial as to change the 
nature of the Made Plan. It is therefore considered that modifications change the nature of the 
plan and require examination and a referendum. Regulation 14v of the amended 2012 Regulations1 
requires: 

 
� în relation to a modification proposal, a statement setting out whether or not the qualifying body 
considers that the modifications contained in the modification proposal are so significant or 
substantial as to change the nature of the neighbourhood development plan which the modification 
proposal would modify, giving reasons for why the qualifying body is of this opinion�_�X 

 
5.1. This Statement serves this purpose and notes the following additional requirements in the Planning 

Practice Guidance (PPG)2 this document is therefore setting out the background reason for the 
modifications, sets out what individual modifications are and sets out the reasons as to why the 
Town Council and Parish Council believe that this modification are material and significant, and 
therefore change the nature of the Plan.  

 
1 https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/regulation/14 
2 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/neighbourhood-planning--2#updating-neighbourhood-plan Paragraph: 085 Reference ID: 41-085-
20180222 
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2 

2. Background 
 

2.1. The Made Plan covers the period up to 2026. The designated neighbourhood area covers the same 
area as the Town Council area and the Parish Council area which surrounds the town. On 7th July 
2021, Wiltshire ���}�µ�v���]�o�����P�Œ���������š�}���Z�u���l���[���š�Z����JMNP following a referendum which took place on 
Thursday 1st July 2021. The results showed 84% of those who voted were in favour of the plan.  

 
2.2. The Made Plan �t which is referred to as  JMNP1 �t focuses on a number of key policy areas relevant 

to the Plan area as a whole, including an allocation of housing in the village of Whitley that 
contributed to meeting local housing need. The Made Plan can be accessed on the JMNP website3. 

 
2.3. Through the Local Plan Review process, Wiltshire Council were also set to allocate land for 

development in Melksham, but no final decision had yet been made on the precise scale or location 
of any allocation at the time of drafting JMNP1. It was therefore agreed by the qualifying bodies 
that allocations in any other location in JMNP1 would be premature. 

 
2.4. However, JMNP1 made a commitment to review the Made Plan, once the draft Local Plan Review 

reached an appropriately advanced stage, in order to determine how the Neighbourhood Plan 
should respond to strategic housing numbers and allocations in the Local Plan. JMNP1 also made a 
commitment to pick up on a number of other more detailed issues in a Modified Plan, such as the 
designation of Local Green Spaces. 

 
2.5. The Town and Parish Council has also been mindful of the housing land supply position in Wiltshire 

and of how this has led to significant unplanned development proposals being granted planning 
permission if the weight of the relevant development plan is weakened. As a result, it has examined 
how a first review of JMNP1 may continue to engage paragraph 14 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF)4. 

 
2.6. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was reconvened in late 2021 by the Parish and Town 

Council after a brief period following the successful referendum vote. The objective was to prepare 
modifications to Neighbourhood Plan (referred to JMNP2) as committed to in JMNP1, and in 
anticipation of the Local Plan Review reaching is known as the publication stage (Regulation 19) of 
its preparation (27.09.23 �t 22.1123). 

 
2.7. For 7 weeks, between the 13th October and 3rd December 2023, a pre-submission Regulation 14 

consultation was held on the draft JMNP2. Since the 2023 Consultation on JMNP2, despite local 
opposition, outline planning permission was granted through appeal for 210 dwellings and a 70 bed 
care home on Land South of Western Way.  In response to feedback from the Autumn 2023 
Regulation 14 consultation, significant further work was also undertaken on site allocations at 
Melksham and Whitley. A second pre-submission Regulation 14 consultation on draft �ZB�[ of the pre-
submission draft version of JMNP2 was therefore held in the summer of 2024 for 8 weeks (20.06.24 
�t 22.08.24). This second round of consultation on the pre-submission draft was held due to 
significant revisions or updates to allocations of land for housing made under Policy 7, and Policy 19 
- Green Wedges. 

 
3 https://www.melkshamneighbourhoodplan.org/neighbourhood-plan-1 
4 National Planning Policy Framework (2023), MHCLG 
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3. The Proposed Modifications 
 
3.1. The purpose of the Statement is to explain the reasons why the Town and Parish Council considers 

�š�Z�����‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•�������u�}���]�(�]�����š�]�}�v�•���š�}���š�Z�����D���������W�o���v���Z���Z���v�P���•���š�Z�����v���š�µ�Œ���[���}�(���š�Z�����W�o���v�X���/�š���•�Z�}�µ�o�����������Œ��������
alongside the separate Modified Plan document �t JMNP2.  

 
3.2. The following table, Table A, provides a summary of the modifications �t comprising the modified 

and new policies �t and explains why the Town and Parish Council considers they change the nature 
of the plan.  

 

 

Table A: Modifications Summary 
Policy Title Summary of Modifications The Change of Nature of the Plan Test 

Policy 1: Sustainable 

Design and 

Construction 

The policy continues to place the energy 
hierarchy as a core principle, and has 
sought to update policy text with the 
key changes being:  
The addition of clause (d) which seeks 
to see that heat and power demands 
are minimised through energy targets 
where viable. The addition of clause (g) 
has also been added existing buildings 
which may be retrofitted to improve 
energy efficiency. 

The modifications to this policy add 
greater detail and clarity, rather than 
contradicting or changing the principles 
of the original policy. These modifications 
are therefore not considered to change 
the nature of the plan. 

Policy 2: Local 

Renewable and Low 

Carbon Energy and 

Associated 

Infrastructure 

This policy has been updated to expand 
its scope beyond energy generation 
schemes that are led by, or benefit the 
local community. 

The modifications to this policy are 
expanding the scope, of the original 
policy, but does not contradict or change 
the principle. These modifications are 
therefore not considered to change the 
nature of the plan. 

Policy 3: Flood Risk 

and Natural Flood 

Management 

This policy has been updated with 
minor details to reflect feedback from 
Wiltshire Council and other statutory 
consultees. 

The modifications are minor updates. 
These modifications are therefore not 
considered to change the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 4: Ultra Low 

Emission Vehicle 

This policy has been updated with 
minor details to reflect feedback from 
Wiltshire Council. 

The modifications are minor updates. 
These modifications are therefore not 
considered to change the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 5: Pre-

application 

Community 

Engagement 

This policy has not been updated. N/A 

Policy 6: Housing at 

Defined Settlements 

This policy has been updated to refer to 
updated evidence base material 
(Housing Needs Assessment) and draws 
on specific aspects to set updated policy 
parameters for housing types, sizes and 
tenures. 

The modifications to this policy are 
adding greater detail and clarity, drawing 
on a technical evidence base rather than 
contradicting or changing the principles 
of the original policy. These modifications 
are therefore not considered to change 
the nature of the plan. 
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Policy 7.1: Land at 

Cooper Tires 

This is a new policy. It allocates a key 
brownfield site in the town for 
comprehensive and exemplary mixed-
use conservation and development. 
 

As this is a new policy is allocating land 
for a mixed-use development, it 
introduces a change to the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 7.2: Land at 

the Former 

Melksham Library 

Site 

This is a new policy. It allocates a 
brownfield site in the town for 
residential redevelopment to meet local 
housing needs to accessible and 
affordable housing for older and/or 
disabled people.  

As this is a new policy that is allocating 
land for a residential development, it 
introduces a change to the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 7.3: Land 

South of Western 

Way, Bowerhill 

This is a new policy. It allocates a 
greenfield site in the parish for 
residential development that was 
granted outline permission at appeal.  

As this is a new policy that is allocating 
land for a residential development, it 
introduces a change to the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 7.4: Land at 

Whitley Farm, 

Whitley 

This is a new policy. It allocates a farm 
site for residential development in 
Melksham Without subject to criteria 
set out in the policy being met.  

As this is a new policy that is allocating 
land for a residential development, it 
introduces a change to the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 7.5: Land at 

Middle Farm  

This is policy updates and extends an 
existing allocation in JMNP1. The 
updated policy allocates more houses 
over a larger area. It contributes to 
meeting housing targets set by 
Wiltshire Council through for the next 
Local plan period up to 2038 for the 
large villages of Shaw and Whitley. 

Whilst the principle for development in 
this location is already established in the 
Made Plan, the policy is for the allocation 
of a new, larger area site It therefore 
introduces a change to the nature of the 
plan.  

Policy 8: 

Infrastructure 

Phasing and 

Priorities 

This policy has not been updated. N/A 

Policy 9: Town 

Centre 

This policy has been updated to refer to 
updated evidence base material (Town 
Centre Master Plan Report 2023) and 
introduces a new clause (a) that 
references that document and the 
priority aims set out by it. A final 
paragraph has also been added and it 
references an updated map figure (10). 
 

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered that they do not change the 
nature of the plan in respect to this 
modification. 

Policy 10: 

Employment 

This policy has been updated slightly to 
remove the final sentence of the first 
paragraph. 

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered that they do not change the 
nature of the plan in respect to this 
modification. 

Policy 11: 

Sustainable 

Transport and Active 

Travel 

This policy has not been updated. The modifications are minor updates. 
These modifications are therefore not 
considered to change the nature of the 
plan. 
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Policy 12: Green and 

Blue Infrastructure 

This policy has been updated to 
�Œ���(���Œ���v�������Z���o�µ���[�����•���Á���o�o�����•���P�Œ�����v��
infrastructure. 

The modifications are minor updates. 
These modifications are therefore not 
considered to change the nature of the 
plan. 

Policy 13: 

Biodiversity 

This policy has been updated with 
minor details (in addition to the 
required 10% supporting a 20% uplift in 
BNG). 

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered that they do not change the 
nature of the plan in respect to this 
modification. 

Policy 14: Open 

Spaces 

This policy has not been updated. N/A 

Policy 15: 

Community Facilities 

This policy has not been updated. N/A 

Policy 16: Local 

Green Spaces 

This is a new policy. Areas of green 
space that are considered to meet the 
criteria for Local Green Space 
Designation are identified. 

As this policy is designating land as Local 
Green Space, the policy has the potential 
to change the nature of the Plan. 

Policy 17: Trees and 

Hedgerows 

(This policy was 

formerly policy 16 in 

JMNP1) 

This policy has been updated to reflect 
best practice and guidance updated for 
tree canopy coverage targets in relation 
to current levels in the Plan area. 
  

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered that they do not change the 
nature of the plan in respect to this 
modification. 

Policy 18: Landscape 

Character 

(This policy was 

formerly policy 17 in 

JMNP1) 

This policy was not proposed to be 
updated at Regulation 14, but has 
subsequently been updated in the 
submission version of the JMNP2 to 
include a further criteria point (d) with 
the aim of covering elements of 
landscape such as openness, tranquillity 
and amenity that have been highlighted 
as important through consultation 
responses. 

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered that they do not change the 
nature of the plan in respect to this 
modification. 

Policy 19: Green 

Wedges 

This is a new policy. It identifies areas of 
countryside where any development 
should not lead to coalescence of 
separate settlements. 

This is a significant policy addition as this 
policy is identifying areas of land as 
�Z�'�Œ�����v���t�����P���•�[ that will serve a policy 
purpose of preventing coalescence 
between settlements. In light of this, the 
policy has the potential to change the 
nature of the Plan. 

Policy 20: Locally 

Distinctive, High 

Quality Design 

 

(This policy was 

formerly policy 18 in 

JMNP1) 

This is an updated policy which links to 
a major update to the evidence base 
which has been produced as part of the 
Modified Plan process - the Melksham 
Design Guidelines and Codes (2023). 
The modification text is within the 
second paragraph of the policy which 
now references the Code above rather 
than a Rapid Community Character and 
Distinctiveness Statement. 

The modifications are not considered so 
significant to change the nature of the 
plan in respect of this modification 
specifically. 
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Policy 21: Local 

Heritage 

 

(This policy was 

formerly policy 19 in 

JMNP1) 

This is an updated policy. It now 
references non-designated heritage 
assets which have been identified 
through the Plan Modification 
preparation process. 

The modifications to the original policy 
are not significant and it is therefore 
considered do not change the nature of 
the plan in respect to this modification. 

 
 

4. Strategic Environmental Assessment 
 
4.1. Wiltshire Council considered that, in relation to the modifications, a Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) will be required under the Environmental Assessment of Plans & Programmes 
Regulations 2004 (as amended). An SEA (together with an addendum) and Scoping Report are 
therefore submitted to Wiltshire Council as part of the JMNP2 documentation for the subsequent 
stages of consultation (Regulation 16) and examination.  

 
 

5. Conclusion 
 
5.2. The analysis set out in Table A indicates that a significant number of modified or new policies have 

the potential to change the nature of the Made Plan in terms of key spatial or design principles. 
Whilst the modifications are in conformity with the spirit and stated intentions of the original 
principles of the Plan and in some cases, this is not so substantial nor so significant to warrant 
consideration as a change to the nature of the Plan. Overall, the modifications are considered to 
change the nature of the Plan. 
 

5.3. As a result, the Town and Parish Council consider that the modifications are material and 
significant, and therefore change the nature of the Plan.  

 
5.4. In summary the Modified Plan proposes the modification of policies in the Made Plan and the 

addition of new policies. The Plan period now runs to 2038 to align with the Local Plan Review. The 
proposed modifications will ensure the Modified Plan retains the primacy of an up to date, plan-led 
development management framework for decision making in the neighbourhood area. The 
modifications are material, beneficial and change the nature of the Made Plan. 
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Current Account & Instant Acc

11:19

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 1

Page: 219

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis

Balance Brought Fwd :       14,947.20 14,947.20

6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

02/09/2024 69.00Banked:V4080-FOOT

Pilot FC 69.00V4080-FOOT 69.001210 210 Inv.439- 31st August pitch hir

02/09/2024 69.00Banked:V4081-FOOT

Bath Road 69.00V4081-FOOT 69.001210 210 Inv.449-1st September pitch hi

04/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4082-9B

Allotment Holder 40.00V4082-9B 40.001310 310 Berryfield 9b allotment rent

04/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4083-ALLO

Allotment Holder 80.00V4083-ALLO 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 23 Berryfield

1310 310 40.00 Rent for plot 24 Berryfield

05/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4084-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4084-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 6a Berryfield

05/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4085-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4085-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 7B Berryfield

05/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4086-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4086-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 1 Briansfield

06/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4087-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4087-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 12 Briansfield

06/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4088-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4088-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent  for plot 18a Berryfield

06/09/2024 30.00Banked:V4089-BACS

Allotment Holder 30.00V4089-BACS 30.001310 310 Rent for plot 1SM Berryfield

09/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4090-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4090-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 4b Berryfield

09/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4091-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4091-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 12b Berryfield

09/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4092-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4092-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 16a Berryfield

09/09/2024 10.00Banked:V4093-BACS

Allotment Holder 10.00V4093-BACS 10.001120 110 Inv.455- Annual hall rent

09/09/2024 -10.00Banked:V4093-ERRO

Allotment Holder -10.00V4093-ERRO -10.001120 110 ERROR

09/09/2024 10.00Banked:V4093-BACS

Shaw Village Hall 10.00V4093-BACS 10.001120 110 Inv.455- Annual hall rent

10/09/2024 276.00Banked:V4094-BACS

Future of Football 276.00V4094-BACS 276.001210 210 Inv.437-August evening trainin

12/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4095-BACS

Continued on Page 220
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Current Account & Instant Acc

11:19

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 1

Page: 220

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

Allotment Holder 40.00V4095-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 29 Briansfield

12/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4096-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4096-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 13 Briansfield

12/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4097-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4097-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 17b Berryfield

12/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4098-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4098-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 15b Berryfield

16/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4099-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4099-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 8a Berryfield

16/09/2024 120.00Banked:V4102-BACS

Allotment Holder 120.00V4102-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 11a Berryfield

1310 310 40.00 Rent for plot 11b Berryfield

1310 310 40.00 Rent for plot 10a Berryfield

17/09/2024 69.00Banked:V4103-BACS

Bath Road 69.00V4103-BACS 69.001210 210 Inv.449 pitch hire 15th Sept

20/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4104-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4104-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 16 Briansfield

23/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4105-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4105-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 30 Briansfield

23/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4107-BACS

Allotment Holder 80.00V4107-BACS 80.001320 310 Plot 18 Briansfield rent

23/09/2024 138.00Banked:V4108-BACS

Staverton Rangers 138.00V4108-BACS 69.001210 210 Inv.450- 7th September match

1210 210 69.00 Inv.450- 21st September match

23/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4109-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4109-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 14 Briansfield

23/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4110-BACS

Allotment Holder 80.00V4110-BACS 80.001320 310 Rent for plot 26 Briansfield

23/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4112-BACS

Allotment Holder 80.00V4112-BACS 80.001320 310 Rent for plot 8 Briansfield

23/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4106-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4106-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 13b Berryfield

25/09/2024 132,380.95Banked:V4113-BACS

Wiltshire Council 132,380.95V4113-BACS 1,584.951420 350 486A Semington Rd CIL-07622

1076 110 130,796.00 Parish Precept

30/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4115-BACS

Continued on Page 221
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Current Account & Instant Acc

11:19

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 1

Page: 221

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

Allotment Holder 80.00V4115-BACS 80.001310 310 Rent for plot 12a Berryfield

30/09/2024 69.00Banked:V4116-BACS

Pilot FC 69.00V4116-BACS 69.001210 210 Inv.451-28th September match

30/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4117-BACS

Allotment Holder 80.00V4117-BACS 80.001320 310 Rent for plot 7 Briansfield

30/09/2024 80.00Banked:V4118-BACS

Allotment Holder 80.00V4118-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 10 Briansfield

1320 310 40.00 Rent for plot 11 Briansfield

30/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4119-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4119-BACS 40.001310 310 Rent for plot 6b Berryfield

30/09/2024 40.00Banked:V4120-BACS

Allotment Holder 40.00V4120-BACS 40.001320 310 Rent for plot 20 Briansfield

134,590.95

Cashbook Totals 149,538.15 0.00

Total Receipts for Month

149,538.15

134,590.950.000.00

0.00

Continued on Page 222
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Current Account & Instant Acc

11:19

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 1

Page: 222

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

16/09/2024 Daisy (One Bill) V4100-BACS 45.29 7.55 37.744384 220 Inv.608-Pavilion wifi and line

16/09/2024 Daisy (One Bill) V4101-BACS 45.29 7.55 37.744190 120 Inv.607- Campus Wifi and 
line

23/09/2024 Lamplight V4111-BACS 57.00 9.50 47.504686 170 Inv.466-MCS Database

24/09/2024 Unity Bank V4078-6191 10,000.00 10,000.00220 Transfer from Lloyds to 
Unity

27/09/2024 Lamplight V4114-BACS 57.00 9.50 47.504686 170 Inv.330-MCS Database 
Sept 24

10,204.58 10,170.48

Balance Carried Fwd 139,333.57

34.10

Total Payments for Month

149,538.15Cashbook Totals

34.100.00

0.00 149,504.05
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Unity Bank

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 2

Page: 228

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis

Balance Brought Fwd :       5,391.39 5,391.39

6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

03/09/2024 1,863.14Banked:V4075-INTE

CCLA Investment Ltd 1,863.14V4075-INTE 1,863.141080 110 Interest

04/09/2024 62.07Banked:V4076-INTE

CCLA Investment Ltd 62.07V4076-INTE 62.071080 110 Interest

24/09/2024 10,000.00Banked:

Current Account & Instant Acc 10,000.00V4078-6191 10,000.00200 Transfer from Lloyds to Unity

26/09/2024 54,000.00Banked:

CCLA 54,000.00V4079-TRAN 54,000.00240 From CCLA TO Unity account

65,925.21

Cashbook Totals 71,316.60 0.00

Total Receipts for Month

71,316.60

65,925.210.000.00

0.00

Continued on Page 229
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Unity Bank

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 2

Page: 229

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

02/09/2024 Grist Environmental V4074-DD 120.72 20.12 100.604770 220 Inv.785- B'hill bin emptying

16/09/2024 Lloyds Bank PLC V4077-DD 327.47 45.07 54.004055 130 DSE Training Module

4150 120 11.16 Envelopes

4150 120 7.26 Pens

4150 120 15.34 Pens

4150 120 15.60 Green copier paper & 
Cleaning

4150 120 7.46 Laminating pouches

4150 120 24.99 Keyboard

4175 120 88.20 Office 365 subscription

4190 120 36.90 Office phone charges

4175 120 5.50 MWPC Website domain

4200 120 12.99 Online meeting subscription

4140 120 3.00 Monthly Fee

27/09/2024 HM Revenue & Customs V4065-BACS 2,516.40 886.844041 130 Period 6- September 2024

4000 130 548.20 Period 6- September 2024-T

4000 130 241.44 Period 6- September 2024-
NI

4020 130 191.40 Period 6- September 2024-T

4020 130 86.46 Period 6- September 2024-
NI

4010 130 224.00 Period 6- September 2024-T

4010 130 100.26 Period 6- September 2024-
NI

4010 130 2.00 Period 6- September 2024

4460 142 192.40 Period 6- September 2024-T

4800 320 13.00 Period 6- September 2024-T

4070 120 30.40 Period 6- September 2024-T

27/09/2024 Teresa Strange V4066-BACS 3,007.86 1.33 2,999.874000 130 September 2024 Salary

4680 170 6.66 Working NHP Lunch

27/09/2024 Lorraine McRandle V4067-BACS 1,730.72 1,727.424020 130 September 2024 Salary

4120 120 3.30 Postage for planning 
agenda pa

27/09/2024 Marianne Rossi V4068-BACS 1,849.71 1,841.564010 130 September 2024 Salary

4120 120 3.30 Full Council agenda pack 
posta

4155 120 4.85 Coffee for meetings

27/09/2024 Terry Cole V4069-BACS 820.44 722.544460 142 September 2024 Salary

4050 142 47.50 September Travel 
Allowance

4051 142 50.40 Mileage x112 miles

27/09/2024 David Cole V4070-BACS 52.21 52.214800 320 September 2024 Salary

27/09/2024 John Glover V4071-BACS 45.60 45.604070 120 September Chairs 
Allowance

30/09/2024 Agilico V4049-BACS 90.97 15.16 75.814130 120 Inv.348-Office 
photocopying

30/09/2024 Aquasafe Environmental Ltd V4050-BACS 744.00 124.00 620.004212 220 Inv.805-Aug PPM visit & 
Clean

30/09/2024 Jens Cleaning V4051-BACS 477.00 477.004381 220 Inv.1083-August cleaning

30/09/2024 Jens Cleaning V4052-BACS 350.00 350.004750 220 Inv.1084- Deep clean

Continued on Page 230
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Unity Bank

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 2

Page: 230

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

30/09/2024 JH Jones & Sons V4053-BACS 432.00 72.00 360.004722 320 In4494-Gate post reinstate 
BYF

30/09/2024 JH Jones & Sons V4054-BACS 96.00 16.00 80.004721 220 Inv.4484-Removal-
Excrement

30/09/2024 JH Jones & Sons V4055-BACS 2,376.56 396.09 69.474402 320 Inv.4453-Allotment grass 
cutti

4400 142 477.98 Inv.4453-Play Area grass 
cutti

4780 142 187.84 Inv.4453-Play Area bin 
emptyin

4781 220 91.92 Inv.4453-JSF Bin emptying

4401 220 856.84 Inv.4453-JSF Pitch 
Maintenance

4409 142 188.65 Inv.4453-Hornchurch Grass

4405 220 49.44 Inv.4453-JSF Hedge

4820 142 37.50 Inv.4453-SHF Cut

347 0 -37.50 Inv.4453-SHF Cut

6000 142 37.50 Inv.4453-SHF Cut

4402 320 20.83 Inv.4453-BSF Hedge

30/09/2024 Place Studio Ltd V4056-BACS 684.00 114.00 570.004680 170 Inv.9-NPPF Consultation 
respon

30/09/2024 UK Energy Services V4057-BACS 372.60 62.10 310.504212 220 Inv.777- Pav ventilation 
servi

30/09/2024 Wilts & Berks Canal V4058-BACS 25.00 25.004650 170 Annual subscription

30/09/2024 Wiltshire Council V4059-BACS 106.40 106.404680 170 Inv.579- Room hire NHP 
consult

30/09/2024 Wiltshire Publication V4060-BACS 1,272.00 212.00 1,060.004680 170 Inv.815-NHP adverts

30/09/2024 PKF Littlejohn LLP V4061-BACS 1,638.00 273.00 1,365.004100 120 Inv.629-External Audit

30/09/2024 Culligan V4062-BACS 203.93 33.99 169.944576 142 Inv.084-Parts for water 
founta

30/09/2024 Community Heartbeat Trust V4063-BACS 121.14 20.19 100.954049 142 154-Pavilion defib child 
pads

30/09/2024 Wiltshire Pension Fund V4064-BACS 2,207.14 1,673.714045 130 Period 6- September 2024

4000 130 276.49 Period 6- September 2024

4020 130 123.47 Period 6- September 2024

4010 130 133.47 Period 6- September 2024

30/09/2024 Unity Trust Bank V4072 0.60 0.604140 120 Bank Charge

30/09/2024 Unity Trust Bank V4073 31.20 31.204140 120 Handling Charge

21,699.67 20,294.62

Balance Carried Fwd 49,616.93

1,405.05

Total Payments for Month

71,316.60Cashbook Totals

1,405.050.00

0.00 69,911.55
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Fixed Term Deposit

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 3

Page: 129

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

0.00Banked:

0.00 0.00

0.00

Cashbook Totals 0.00 0.00

Total Receipts for Month

0.00

0.000.000.00

0.00

Continued on Page 130
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Fixed Term Deposit

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 3

Page: 130

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

0.00

0.00 0.00

Balance Carried Fwd 0.00

0.00

Total Payments for Month

0.00Cashbook Totals

0.000.00

0.00 0.00
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Instant Access Unity 20476339

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 4

Page: 35

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis

Balance Brought Fwd :       21,506.29 21,506.29

6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

30/09/2024 171.66Banked:V4121-BACS

Unity Trust Bank 171.66V4121-BACS 171.661080 110 Bank interest

171.66

Cashbook Totals 21,677.95 0.00

Total Receipts for Month

21,677.95

171.660.000.00

0.00

Continued on Page 36

AGENDA ITEM 09a- September 2024 Receipts and Payments for Cashbook 4- Unity instant access account 239



Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

Instant Access Unity 20476339

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 4

Page: 36

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

0.00

0.00 0.00

Balance Carried Fwd 21,677.95

0.00

Total Payments for Month

21,677.95Cashbook Totals

0.000.00

0.00 21,677.95
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

CCLA

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 5

Page: 11

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Receipt Ref

Receipts for Month

Name of Payer £ Amnt Received £ VAT£ Debtors Centre

Nominal Ledger Analysis

Balance Brought Fwd :       450,000.00 450,000.00

6

Transaction DetailA/c £ Amount

0.00Banked:

0.00 0.00

0.00

Cashbook Totals 450,000.00 0.00

Total Receipts for Month

450,000.00

0.000.000.00

0.00

Continued on Page 12
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Melksham without Parish Council Current Year

CCLA

11:20

02/10/2024Date:

Time: Cashbook 5

Page: 12

User: MR

For Month No: 6

Payments for Month

Date Payee Name Reference £ VAT£ Creditors A/c

Nominal Ledger Analysis6

£ Total Amnt Transaction DetailCentre £ Amount

26/09/2024 Unity Bank V4079-TRAN 54,000.00 54,000.00220 From CCLA TO Unity 
account

54,000.00 54,000.00

Balance Carried Fwd 396,000.00

0.00

Total Payments for Month

450,000.00Cashbook Totals

0.000.00

0.00 450,000.00
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1 
 

  

Quarterly income and expenditure report  analysis  for Qtr 2 

July, August & September 2024 

 

 

Income:  

1. (1076) Precept - We received the second part of the precept in September 
and now have the full amount for this financial year. 
 

2. (1310) & 1320) Allotment income - Just to note that the annual rent 
notices for the allotments went out in September, so we have received 
payments for this.  

Expenditure:  

 
1. (4080) Members training - All spend from this heading have been for new 

councillor training. 
 

2. (4100) Audit - You will see that there is a minus under this cost code, which is 
left over from an accrual made at the 2023/24-year end.  The External Auditor 
fees, which related to 2023/24, have been invoiced, but they were less than 
anticipated at year-end and, as such, have left a minus in the current year.  
 

3. (4120) Postage - We are not sending as many agenda packs out, etc., so the 
postage costs have reduced. We are aware that from the 7th October the cost 
of a 1st class stamp is being increased by £0.30p. We will purchase some 
more stamps prior to this date.  
 

4. (4130) Photocopying - Our photocopying costs have been reduced since we 
purchased the new photocopier. This is because the cost per copy has 
reduced. 
 

5. (4140) Bank Charges - These are difficult to budget for as it depends on 
factors such as how many BACS payments, we make each quarter and how 
many cheques we cash in, for example. We are slightly over budget for this.  
 

6. (4150) Admin & Stationery - This is slightly over budget for this time in the 
financial year, but c£100 out of this budget heading was for Councillor ID 
badges.  
 

7. (4175)-Email & Cloud Hosting - This is slightly over budget; however, there 
are a few items under this heading that have been coded to the wrong cost 
code, so a journal will be undertaken to correct this. 
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8. (4185) Accountancy Support - The spend under this heading to date is for 
the annual maintenance and support of the finance system. The only other 
spend from this heading will be for the year-end close down 25/26. 
 

9. (4230) Advertising - The only spend under this heading was for the Bowerhill 
Councillor vacancy. There will be more advertising to come for the grant 
applications advert, the annual parish meeting, and potentially the parish 
officer recruitment advert. This will mean that we will be over budget under 
this heading at year end. You will note that there is some budget left under the 
quarterly newsletter heading (4240), as we have only done a spring 
newsletter this year, so some of this could be used to offset any overspend 
under this budget heading. 
 

10. (4049) Defibrillator - We are over budget under this heading, which is partly 
due to the match funding and installation works for the new defibrillator 
installed outside of Bowerhill Village Hall. NOTE: The parish council received 
a £1,500 donation towards the new defibrillator, which is shown under code 
1100 (grants & donations), as it is unable to be netted off against the 
expenditure. The annual support for each defib has been paid, and we have 
replaced some of the child pads. 

 

11. (4281) Parish Insurance - This is for the parish annual insurance; the 
Bowerhill Sports Field insurance is under the sports field cost centre. This 
heading also includes cyber insurance. The only other expenditure that will 
come out of this heading is if, during the year, the council purchases a new 
asset that needs to be insured. 

 

12. (4385) Play Area Safety Surfacing clean - We undertook 1x safety surfacing 
clean in spring, which was more than budgeted for; however, this spend is 
coming from Sandridge Solar Farm funding. 
 
 

13. (4500) Weedspraying - We have undertaken 1x weedspray this year, due to 
the wet weather in spring, this was only undertaken in August. 
 
 

14.  (4540) Speed Indicator Device - Both SIDs are now being deployed around 
the parish. SID#1 was out of action for a while as we needed to purchase 
some replacement brackets in order for it to be erected at its scheduled 
locations. SID#2 was out of action for around a week as we needed to 
reprogram the speeds. 
 

15. (4600) Bus Shelter Cleaning - This should be undertaken every quarter; I will 
�F�K�H�F�N���X�S���R�Q���W�K�L�V���D�V���Z�H���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���E�H�H�Q���L�Q�Y�R�L�F�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���\�H�W�� 

 

16. (4780) Play Area bin emptying - As per agreed parish maintenance contract.  
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17. (4675) Real Time Information - You will see a �± in the year to date. This is 
due to an accrual made at year end for RTI inside the Mitchell Drive bus 
shelter. 
 

18. (4680) Neighbourhood Plan - Any expenditure that the parish council has 
incurred for the neighbourhood plan is charged back to the town council for 
their 70% share of the costs. Any amounts received back from MTC will be 
under the income heading (1480). 
 
 

19. (4282) Sports field insurance - This is for the Bowerhill Sports Pavilion 
building insurance. It is not expected that we will have any other expenditures 
under this heading this year.  
 

20. (4312) Gas- Please note that we have not been invoiced for the pavilion gas 
since November 2023. Some months ago, I contacted Utility Aid, who are the 
organisation that deals with our utility contracts, about this matter. They are 
currently in the process of investiga�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�\���Z�H���K�D�Y�H�Q�¶�W���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���D�Q�\���E�L�O�O�V���L�Q��
nearly a year.  The latest update is that SSE had updated their systems, 
which had caused some issues. It has been discovered that they had put a 
stop on our billing account, which is why we have not been receiving any bills 
(we should be billed quarterly). We have not received any explanation as to 
why this has occurred to date, but Utility Aid is working on getting us back on 
track. This will mean that once everything has been sorted out with SSE, we 
will receive a large bill for the gas. You will see that there is -£800 under this 
cost code for the year to date, which was an accrual made at year end for 
usage relating to the 2023/24 financial year.  
 

21.  (4381) Cleaning Contractor - Pavilion - The spend from this heading is lower 
for this time during the financial year, which is due to the fact that the season 
only began again in August. Now that the season has started back up again, 
the spend from this heading will increase.  
 

22. (4430) Rates- We have received a £0 rate bill for the pavilion, so this heading 
could be used towards pitch and pavilion improvements, which is where you 
usually vire this heading to.  
 

23. (4750) Deep Clean - The deep clean is undertaken once per year and was 
done in early September.  
 

24. (4791) Boiler service - Pavilion - The service for the boiler is something that 
we do annually, so we are not expecting any more expenditure under this 
heading in this financial year.  
 

25. (4722) repairs & maintenance - Allotments - The spend under this heading is 
for the replacement signage purchased for the allotments. We also replaced 
the wooden gate post at Berryfield Allotments as it had rotted.   
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VAT number 923424246    Company reg  6260416  

 

 

J H Jones  & SONS Limited  
Building contractors  

Park Farm, Bath Road, Atworth, Wiltshire.  SN12 8HT 
 

�T������������ 703295  �T 
  Tony.jones@jonesdevelopments.co.uk  

         
 
Marianne Rossi 
Finance and Amenities Officer 
Melksham Without Parish Council 
First Floor 
Melksham Community Campus 
Market Place 
Melksham 
SN12 6ES  
 
 
5th September, 2024               
 
Stadium 

Quotation  1270  
 
Reference �± Kestral Court  

�x To remove existing paving slabs and excavate an area double the size 
�x To prepare ground and supply geo textile membrane 
�x To supply and lay scalping and compact 
�x To collect .450 x .450mm paving slabs from Briansfield allotments 
�x To lay paving slabs on a sand and cement base 
�x To point in around slabs with sand and cement 
�x To turn existing picnic table around by 90 degrees as requested 
�x To install additional picnic bench to be supplied by Melksham without Parish Council 

Total - £ 2, 780.00 + VAT 

 
Yours faithfully,  
 
 
J H Jones & Sons Limited 
If tender is accepted please sign below and return one copy 
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Code Description  Quantity  Unit Price  Total Nett  

ZAKHARD Furniture anchor kit for hard ground 1 £23.17 £23.17 

ZDALE15 Dale Bench 1.5m length in Brown 1 £385.54 £385.54 

TDP Limited  
Derby Road, Wirksworth, Derbyshire DE4 4BG 
Tel: 01629 820011   email: Info@tdp.co.uk 
 

Delivery Address  

Melksham Without Parish Council  
First Floor, Melksham Community Campus  
Market Place  
Melksham  
Wiltshire  
SN12 6ES 
 

Customer  

Melksham Without Parish Council  
First Floor, Melksham Community Campus  
Market Place  
Melksham  
Wiltshire  
SN12 6ES 

 

Quotation  
No:  
 

TDP_OW5VSX_1Q 

Date:  
 

18 July 2024 

Valid until :  
 

17 August 2024 

Terms : 30 days e.o.m. 
 

Invoice Total : £490.45 
 

All prices are subject to VAT at the prevailing rate unless otherwise stated 
VAT No: GB 558 5891 82 
All sales are subject to our terms and conditions  

 

VAT total : £81.74 
 

Nett Amount : £408.71 
 

Notes:  
Palletised delivery to kerbside only. 
All Prices include delivery to a UK mainland address. 
Current lead time from order 5-6 weeks.  
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its place. She feels that the original bench could have been left in this location, and 
the new picnic table could have been installed in a much more suitable location 
inside the play area. 
 
Councillor Baines explained to the residents that the bench was unable to be 
installed in the agreed location due to the size of the plinth required for the picnic 
table, which meant that it was too close to the play equipment. When contractors had 
attended the site to look at another suitable place, bearing in mind access for grass 
�F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���H�Q�V�X�U�L�Q�J���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���E�H���W�R�R���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���S�O�D�\���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H�\���K�D�G��
suggested that the table would fit on the concrete slabs by the fence where the 
existing bench was located. It was agreed that the positions of the existing bench 
and the picnic table could be switched around as the bench was much smaller than 
the picnic table. 
 
Resident A provided members with aerial images of other play areas with open 
space where benches have been located. She explained that the benches inside 
these areas are spaced out within the space to make good use of the area. She felt 
that there was an opportunity to do something similar inside the Kestrel Court Play 
Area. Councillor Glover queried whether the resident was proposing to locate the 
bench underneath the trees inside the play area, as the council has previously had 
issues in other play areas when benches have been located underneath trees with 
birds roosting in the trees. The resident explained that she understood that there 
were issues with benches under trees, such as the requirement to keep cleaning 
them, so she was not suggesting that the bench should be positioned there. She 
explained that there was a large open area inside the play area on the left-hand side 
if you were outside of the play area facing in, on the side where the bungalows were 
located. She felt that this would be a much more suitable location for the picnic table. 
 
The committee reconvened and agreed to bring agenda item 7c forward for 
discussion. 
 

84/24 To note complaint received regarding the location of the picnic bench installed 
inside of Kestrel Court Play Area and consider any action  

 
Members discussed the current location of the picnic table inside the Kestrel Court 
Play Area. Councillor Pafford explored the possibility of the council moving the picnic 
table to another location inside the play area. He felt that if the table was not installed 
on hardstanding, it would be unlikely that people would use it during the winter 
months unless it was accessible via a path. He went on to explain that, although it 
looks like there is a lot of space inside the play area, there is not a lot of adequate 
space for this particular bench due to the size of the picnic table. As a result, this 
would cause the council an issue if they were to decide to move it to another location 
inside the play area. He agreed that the table in its current position was not suitable, 
so the council would need to carefully consider this.  
 
Councillor Baines explained that the council has previously had issues with benches 
�L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�W�K�H�U���S�O�D�\���D�U�H�D�V���Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H�U�H���K�D�V�Q�¶�W���E�H�H�Q���D�Q�\���D�G�H�T�X�D�W�H���K�D�U�G�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
ground has eroded, causing puddles all around the bench. For that reason, he did 
not feel that it was an option to relocate the bench without any hardstanding. 
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Furthermore, he also felt that the council needed to be mindful not to hinder the 
possibility of children playing ball games on the open grass area, so there is a 
limitation as to where the table could be moved. He suggested that the current 
hardstanding could be extended so that the table is moved away from the fence 
without impacting the grass cutting. This would also remove the current trip hazard 
around the bench. Members agreed that this was a good way forward, and by 
extending the hardstanding, it would provide the ability for the table to be turned 90°, 
which could allow for an additional bench to be installed on the same hardstanding. It 
was also felt that the extension of the hardstanding should be big enough to allow for 
a wheelchair to be able to sit at one end of the table. 
 
The committee agreed to suspend standing orders to ask the residents a question. 
Councillor Baines queried with the residents whether there would be an improvement 
to the bench if the picnic table was turned around. The resident agreed that it would 
improve accessibility as well as allow people to sit at the bench and be able to 
observe their children playing in the play area. 
 
The committee reconvened.  
 
Councillor Franks highlighted that the council had some spare patio slabs located at 
Briansfield allotments that could be used to extend the current hardstanding. After a 
robust discussion, members agreed that officers should obtain a quotation to extend 
the hardstanding by three slab lengths using the patio slabs located at the allotments 
to enable the bench to be moved away from the fencing. The Clerk highlighted that 
the patio slabs at the allotments may be a different size or depth from the current flag 
stones; therefore, queried whether officers should also obtain a quote to take the 
existing flag stones up and replace them fully with the ones currently located at the 
allotments. 
 
The Clerk advised that the council had previously gone out to consult with residents 
regarding the location of the bench. She wished to check with members about 
whether they wanted to reconsult with residents. It was felt that, as this bench was 
staying in the same position, there was no need to do this. 
 
Recommendation  1: Officers to obtain a quotation to extend the length of the 
current hardstanding inside of Kestrel Court Play Area and turn the existing picnic 
table around by 90°.  
 
Recommendation 2:  If there is enough room for a second bench, a quote should be 
obtained to purchase and install another bench on the same hardstanding, ensuring 
that both benches are adequately spaced out from each other.  
 
8pm both residents left the meeting. 
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RECIPIENT:

Melksham Without Parish Council
Melksham Without Parish Council Sports Pavilion
Westinghouse Way, Bowerhill
Melksham, Wiltshire SN12 6TL

Quote #220921

Sent on Sep 05, 2024

WAC or
UKES

WAC

Variation No

Total £576.60

Product/Service Description

Sports Pavilion - Changing
room 1

Following on from engineer's visit on 05-09-24:

Changing room 1 fan has a delay if about 4 mins before it starts. Looked at fan and identified a
slow fan turn initially then picked up speed after 4 mins. Recommend replacing vent axia fan.

Costs to replace the Vent Axia fan  in changing room 1:

£ 480.50 plus vat 

Exclusions:
*Building work not detailed above
*Power supplies to A/C equipment unless detailed above
*Any local permissions and/or necessary planning permissions
*WIFI setup subject to end user setup
*Not all Android and IOS systems are compatible with manufactures WIFI Apps. We
will not be responsible for incompatibility.
*Additions not specified above shall be chargeable separately
*Variations to design shall be chargeable separately

Notes:
1. Quote valid for 14 days
2. Quote includes equipment, materials and labour to supply & fit above system as

Subtotal £480.50

VAT (20.0%) £96.10

Total £576.60
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Notes Continued...

well as all associated pipe work, interconnect cabling & condensate overflow. 

Terms of Business: 

These Terms of Business are between Wiltshire Air Conditioning Services Ltd, and hereinafter referred to as the Company and its customers
being those parties wishing to purchase goods and / or services from the Company.  
These Terms of Business will remain in force for all orders transacted between the Company and it's customers unless the Company has
amended any or all of them in writing.  
A customer supplying their own terms of business to the Company will not automatically mean that the customerÕs terms take precedent.  

It is our responsibility to supply you with goods that meet your consumer rights.  
If you have any concerns that we have not met our legal obligations, please contact us. 
For the purposes of all the Regulations our correspondence and trading address is: 
Unit 10, Glenmore Business Park,  
Bumpers Farm, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire, SN14 6BB 

A telephone number to be used to contact us is 01249 474117, although we have others.  

Emails can be sent to: info@wacservices.co.uk 

The total price for the contract will be given to the customer in our ÒQuotationÓ document. If the quote is accepted - the customer will then be
sent a ÒDeposit InvoiceÓ document. 
The total price will include all costs that reasonably could have been known at the time of the order.  
If subsequent costs are identified the customer will be informed before the cost is incurred and given the choice to continue with the additional
cost, without the additional cost or to cease the contract. 
Any delivery costs to the Company will be passed on to the customer within the total cost of the contract as described in the Quote and
Deposit Invoice.  
Any re-stocking and or administration charges that apply to the customer when returning an item or cancelling an order or that apply to the
Company if the customer changes their mind will be communicated to the customer within the Deposit invoice and as such will be the liability
of the customer if they arise.  

Any taxes due on the sale or contract will be included in the total cost shown in the Deposit Invoice. Any warranties or after-sales service
included will be stipulated in the Quote. 

Any cost of return of an item is the sole responsibility of the customer unless the item is not fit for purpose, has been supplied incorrectly, or to
the wrong address.  
The customer and the Company must agree on the method of return and the customer accepts liability of the cost of the product until such
time as it has been received by the Company.  
Any sums already paid at the time of cancellation will be refunded in the same manner as they were paid less any charges or costs
reasonably incurred. The refund will take place within 14 days of either receiving the cancellation notice if no goods have yet been supplied or
of the Company receiving the goods back.  
Unless specifically detailed otherwise in the Deposit Invoice, all payments due for any works and/or products supplied under the contract are
due on the day of completion of that part of the contract, or upon receiving the final invoice. 
A contract is agreed between the customer and the Company once our Quotation and a copy of these Terms of Business have been supplied
to and accepted by the customer. The customer is required to acknowledge receipt and acceptance by email or in writing.  
The dates and times of work and/or supply of products will be agreed between the parties. 

A customer should present a Purchase Order number at the beginning of the order process if one is required in order for the Company to
receive payment. 

The Company reserves the right to vary the order at its discretion provided that the variation still provides the customer with the essence of
the order. 

Any variation in an order that results in a difference in the price charged will mean that a new Quotation document will be prepared for the
customer to accept, and the process will commence again from that point. In the event where the Company has staff on site working and a
conversation between the parties concludes that additional costs are required, it must be submitted to our office in writing.  The Company will
then produce a 'Variation' document to be submitted to the client. Only upon acceptance of the 'variation' in writing will the Company preform
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Notes Continued...

the extra work or services.   
In that circumstance the additional cost will be invoiced separately, or added to the final invoice if agreed by both parties in writing.   

The Company does not accept any right of offset between any goods and / or services supplied by the Company and any goods or services it
purchases from a supplier.  

Orders will be fulfilled as soon as reasonably practical after their receipt. If a specific date for delivery is required, it must be made clear at the
time of ordering and that order must be made in writing.   
On occasion the Company may wish to deliver on public holidays or at weekends. If the Company chooses to do so, then that will be at no
extra cost to the customer. If the customer makes a request to receive the order on any public holiday, during a weekend or during hours
other than 8am Ð 5pm Monday to Friday, the Company reserves the right to charge an additional fee.  
At any time that the Company is unable to completely fulfil an order the Company will decide to part deliver the order or to hold it until
complete fulfilment is possible. The Company accepts no liability for any incomplete orders and any liability that the Company might become
liable for is limited to the original cost of the product.  
The product that is delivered will be the product that has been ordered. Its packaging may change in accordance with decisions that are
outside of the CompanyÕs control.   
Any product sold by weight is done so on the understanding that we have purchased it at that weight, and we will not be liable for any
discrepancies other than those which are accepted by our suppliers unless we have packaged and weighed those goods ourselves.  
Invoices are sent by email as a PDF attachment. The sending of an invoice to a valid email address of the customer will be accepted as a
receipt of that document by the customer. If for any reason the Company has to send a document by post or other non-electronic means, the
Company will charge an admin fee of £5.00 plus VAT.  
Payment should be made to the Company by BACS or Online Banking directly into the bank account of the Company at the time. The correct
bank account will be shown on our invoice, and this is the only bank account that we will accept payments  
into. If payment is made into a bank account that differs from that shown on our invoice, then that payment is not deemed to be valid and
payment is still due.   
Alternatively, payment can be made using a debit or credit card by the customer if required.  

Any order for goods or services is placed by the customer and accepted by this Company on the basis that the customer accepts all of these
Terms of Business. These Terms of Business are governed by English law. The Company and its customers  
agree the courts of England and Wales will have jurisdiction to hear any disputes arising in relation to these Terms. If any Term is found to be
illegal, invalid or unenforceable under any applicable law, that Term shall, insofar as it is severable from the  
remaining Terms, be deemed to be omitted from these Terms of Business and shall in no way affect the legality, validity, or enforceability of
any of the remaining Terms.
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